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ABOUT US 
Marathon Strategies is an independent communications and research firm that helps corporations, industry associations, brands, 
and nonprofits realize their organizational goals and manage reputational challenges. We are a team of more than 50 experienced 
campaign operatives, crisis professionals, researchers, digital and data experts, graphic designers, government aides, reporters, 
lawyers, and television producers who each bring a unique perspective to every challenge. As a result, we are trusted advisers to a 
diverse portfolio of clients, all united by a need for independent, candid, and thoughtful counsel. 

OUR APPROACH
Marathon is constantly pushing the boundaries of modern communications. Gone are the days when earned media placements alone 
could shape a narrative and drive the discussion. We believe all successful communications campaigns must be built on a foundation 
of three core elements: original, compelling written and visual content informed by extensive research; external voices that endorse 
and amplify content; and targeted distribution channels that ensure that the right messages are reaching the right audiences.

NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE GUIDE
This report provides a broad overview of the positions that non-incumbent Democratic nominees for the New York City Council have 
taken on key city and district issues. It’s the type of analysis that we specialize in at Marathon, where our Research and Investigations 
practice produces policy briefs, litigation support, political campaign research, industry trend studies, and competitive intelligence 
that informs our communications counsel, strategies, and content development.
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The Democratic primary elections for New York City’s legislative body saw unprecedented levels of participation, as hundreds of 
candidates vied for the nomination to all 51 seats on the Council, 32 of which were districts in which the incumbent did not run. For 
the first time in 20 years, the winners will serve an abbreviated two-year term as opposed to the usual four, after which redrawn 
district lines may bring significant changes to the legislative map. With only three Republicans currently serving on the Council, the 
winners of the Democratic primaries in nearly all districts are favored to win general election in November, due to the overwhelming 
edge in Democratic enrollment across the five boroughs.

Propelled by initiatives such as 21 in ’21 – an effort led by former Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley to achieve gender parity on 
the Council – as well as efforts by progressive organizations like the Working Families Party to win historically conservative seats 
in Queens, this year’s  field of Democratic candidates embody a diversity of backgrounds and views. They include more than two 
dozen women, working-class activists, several LGBTQ people of color, and at least six foreign-born New Yorkers. Their platforms 
have focused on a breadth of issues, including justice for workers and tenants, cancelling rent or establishing rent relief programs, 
re-allocating the NYPD budget towards social and community investment, and creating a Green New Deal for NYCHA, among other 
progressive policy goals. 

The stakes of this Democratic primary are high as Council Members have power over land-use and development projects and will 
negotiate the next budget with the incoming mayor, while New York continues to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. The current 
mayor and Council agreed on a record $99 billion budget focused on pandemic recovery at the end of June, but critics like the 
Citizens Budget Commission and various industry and business leaders have argued that it fails to sufficiently plan for the future or 
address the potential $5 billion in annual agency operating budget gaps. Critics further assert that maintaining the current level of 
spending will require tax increases once the city’s $14 billion in federal aid is depleted. In addition, many progressive nominees have 
committed to opposing real estate and development, which have historically been significant drivers of tax revenue for the city. Using 
the city’s land-use process to limit new development would require the city to either reduce spending or find alternative sources of 
revenue

The Council’s role in the budget may come under heightened scrutiny with calls to shift resources from the NYPD continuing against 
the backdrop of a rise in crime. Many candidates have called for re-allocating large portions of the NYPD budget towards social 
service infrastructure, including education, mental health, and family support.

This report covers non-incumbent Democratic candidate 
positions on core issues in areas in which the Council has 
legislative authority, as well as areas in which members 
might use their discretionary budget allocations to fund 
local projects and groups. These include criminal justice 
and police reform, public safety and crime, housing and 
land use, schools and education, environmental issues, 
arts and culture, immigration, transit, health care, LGBTQ 
issues, economic development and small businesses, 
seniors, and disability rights, among others. Additional 
district-specific issues highlighted by the candidates in 
their respective platforms or over the course of their 
campaigns were included on a case-by-case basis. 

Candidate positions and biographical information were 
obtained from campaign websites, social media accounts, 
news articles, and other sources. Profiles of nominees 
for three districts (9, 18, and 32) are not included, as the 
races remained uncalled by the Associated Press at time 
of publication.
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https://www.thecity.nyc/22233596/what-to-know-about-the-2021-new-york-city-council-races
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2020/01/15/nyc-elections-2021-whos-running-city-council-why-two-year-terms-instead-of-four
https://www.21in21.org/
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/6/21/22544534/progressives-push-for-city-council-queens
https://workingfamilies.org/state/new-york/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/08/nyregion/new-york-city-council-diversity.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/30/nyregion/nyc-budget-covid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/16/nyregion/de-blasio-coronavirus-pandemic-aid.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-nyc-budget-de-blasio-johnson-city-council-20210630-3fkuet6n45hwjnvyyalws5fs7a-story.html
https://gothamist.com/news/why-are-shootings-and-murders-rise-nyc
https://www.thecity.nyc/22233596/what-to-know-about-the-2021-new-york-city-council-races
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Christopher Marte

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  1

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: In February 2021, Marte called for budget amnesty for public schools. He supports Participatory Budgeting, which would allow 
district members to submit proposals and vote on how portions of the budget are allocated.

COUNCIL REFORM: An advocate for good governance and transparency, Marte pledges to host regular Town Hall meetings, pass 
campaign reform legislation, and ban lobbyists from donating to campaigns, among other proposals.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Marte supports closing Rikers Island prior to 2026, a charter revision to force City Council approval for any 
NYPD Commissioner, and an elected Civilian Complaint Review Board. He supports reallocating at least $1 billion of the NYPD budget towards 
EMS workers and social workers; removing police from schools, shelters, and hospitals; youth programs; and demilitarizing the weapons and 
armed vehicles of the NYPD, among other areas.

HOUSING: Marte’s land use plan includes passing community-based rezoning plans (including implementing the Chinatown Working 
Group Plan), increasing affordable housing, fully funding NYCHA and allocating additional discretionary funds for better programming 
and safer facilities, and expanding the Right to Counsel Act citywide to combat evictions. He touts his record of promoting and protecting 
community-based zoning in lower Manhattan, suing the city to block the megatowers development project in Two Bridges, co-founding 
the Neighbors United Below Canal organization group, and testifying at planning hearings. He also supports a homeless shelter in Lower 
Manhattan.

JOBS & SMALL BUSINESSES: As part of his economic platform, Marte pledges to pass the Small Business Jobs Survival Act, legislate 
commercial rent control, and overhaul Small Business Services by removing “overburdensome, redundant, and outdated fine and permit 
structures.” He pledges to show solidarity with Union Members, to allow Council staff to unionize, and to only vote for a Speaker who will 
recognize the union.

PUBLIC SAFETY:  Marte supports a gun and weapon buyback program and touts his record of mentoring formerly incarcerated people to 
help them start small businesses.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: A public school volunteer basketball coach and low-income college readiness nonprofit founder, Marte 
supports building more modern schools, addressing enrollment issues, lowering student-teacher ratios, funding social workers over NYPD 
School Safety Agents, and fully funding the Summer Youth Employment Program.

ENVIRONMENT: Marte’s environmental platform advocates for strengthening Lower Manhattan flood protections, funding greenhouses 
and green spaces at local public schools, fully funding citywide compost programs, and investing in a fully electric bus fleet. Additionally, 
his campaign released a coastline resiliency white paper containing a number of recommendations to protect from future superstorms, 
including advocating for publicly-owned resilience projects.

RUNNING AGAINST: Jacqueline Toboroff (R); Maud Maron (Independent NY Party)

WORK HISTORY: Arena PAC (New York State Director); City Council Candidate (2017); 
Democratic State Committee Candidate (2016); Immigration Law Researcher; Foresight Project 
(Co-Founder); Defy Ventures (Young Professionals Board Member); Neighbors United Below 
Canal (Co-Founder); Bowery Mission (Volunteer); IBM Retirement Fund (Investment Analyst); 
Castle Oak Securities (Unspecified Role); Brooklyn District Attorney (Intern).

EDUCATION: Long Island University Global (BA)

https://www.amny.com/news/city-council-candidate-christopher-marte-calls-for-budget-amnesty-for-public-schools/
https://www.votemarte.com/gov
https://www.votemarte.com/gov
https://www.votemarte.com/justice
https://informnyc.org/candidates/christopher-marte/
https://www.votemarte.com/land-use
https://informnyc.org/candidates/christopher-marte/
https://informnyc.org/candidates/christopher-marte/
https://www.votemarte.com/justice
https://www.votemarte.com/education
https://www.votemarte.com/environment-1
https://www.votemarte.com/coastalresiliency
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Erik Bottcher

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  3

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

ARTS & CULTURE: Endorsed by the League of Independent Theater, Local 802 Musicians Union, and IATSE 1 Stagehands, Bottcher 
pledges to fight for funding for the arts and cultural sector, extend unemployment insurance and assistance to arts workers, as well as Open 
Culture, which allows the use of outdoor public space for cultural events.

CRIME & POLICING: Bottcher argues “we need to re-imagine what public safety means,” including allocating funding to programs that 
address the root causes of crime, funding rapid response teams with crisis workers and medical professionals, reinstating NYPD residency 
requirements, and forming a stronger and “truly independent” Civilian Complaint Review Board. He strongly supports closing Rikers Island.

HOUSING: An advocate for preserving NYCHA, Bottcher supports extending the moratorium on evictions, expanding legal representation 
for families facing eviction, and increasing post-incarceration services to “keep people off the streets when they are most vulnerable.” 
He also pledges to push to increase rental voucher amounts and work to invest in shelters, medical and mental health services, and a 
“comprehensive medical respite system.”

MENTAL HEALTH: In mid-April 2021, Bottcher proposed a comprehensive mental health plan to tackle the “shadow pandemic” of 
mental illness in New York City. His proposals include stopping the closure of inpatient psychiatric beds, “immediately” dispatching a pilot 
program of mobile mental health crisis response teams on the West side, increasing crisis stabilization centers, expanding community-based 
psychosocial rehabilitation programs, revamping discharge planning and services for formerly incarcerated people, increasing school-based 
behavioral health programs in the city budget, and redirecting ThriveNYC Funds towards serious mental illness services. 

SANITATION: Bottcher’s district sanitation plan includes proposals to increase corner basket pickup and street cleaning frequency, create 
borough-wide DSNY “strike teams” for 311 calls, use on-street containers for garbage collection, and implement new and modern high-
capacity litter baskets, among other policies.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Bottcher supports smaller class sizes and student-to-teacher ratios, music and health programs, modern 
facilities, free after-school programming and tutoring, and more. He pledges to fight for social workers, school counselors, and therapists 
for schools. He also supports allowing middle and high school student bodies to allocate a portion of discretionary funding via Participatory 
Budgeting. He was endorsed by the United Federation of Teachers, which also contributed to his campaign.

ENVIRONMENT: A League of Conservation Voters and ResiliencePAC-endorsed candidate, Bottcher pledges to fight for Green New 
Deal-aligned policies in New York, including creating rooftop solar incentives, neighborhood microgrids, replacing Rikers Island with a 
green infrastructure hub, planting street trees, and electric shore power. He supports decommissioning existing fossil fuel infrastructure and 
increasing organic waste collection.

TRANSIT: On his campaign website, Bottcher advocates for an affordable and green “21st Century Transportation Network,” as well as a 
new 7 train station at 41st and 10th, universal ADA accessibility, a rapid bus network within a 5-minute walk of all residents, and protected 
bike lanes on 10th Avenue and lower 6th Avenue.

RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: Office of City Council Speaker Corey Johnson (Chief of Staff, 2015-Present); 
Office of Governor Andrew Cuomo (LGBTQ Community Liaison, 2011-2015); Office of City 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn (LGBTQ and HIV/AIDS Liaison, 2009-2011)

EDUCATION: George Washington University (BA); Harvard Kennedy School Senior Executives 
in State and Local Government (Bohnett Leaders Fellow)

https://twitter.com/indietheaternyc/status/1395035990570438657?s=20
https://thevillagesun.com/musicians-union-local-802-in-tune-with-bottcher
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10160790584962835&set=a.10150164321722835
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
http://www.westsidespirit.com/news/bottcher-pitches-mental-health-plan-GF1601877
https://www.erikbottcher.com/sanitationplan
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
https://nylcv.org/news/our-may-endorsements/
https://www.resiliencepac.org/endorsed-candidates/erik-bottcher
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
https://www.erikbottcher.com/policies
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Julie Menin

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  5

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: When asked in a January 2021 interview if she was in favor of removing police from schools, mental 
health response calls, homeless outreach and social services, or traffic enforcement, Menin answered “We do not want to militarize our 
schools but instead ensure that school safety agents are protecting our students.” (Her campaign website specifies that she would remove 
NYPD from traffic enforcement.) She also answered affirmatively when asked if the NYPD Vice Squad should be eliminated, if Dermot 
Shea should be fired, and if the NYPD commissioner should require confirmation by the City Council. She supports legislation that would 
make CCRB hearings binding and has worked on closing Rikers Island during her service on the Reform Board of the Vera Institute. On her 
campaign website, Menin argues, “We can absolutely have criminal justice reform and public safety at the same time.”

JOBS & ECONOMY: Menin’s campaign website touts her job-creation efforts as Commissioner of Media and Entertainment, including 
launching a $5 million fund to promote women in film and theater. She pledges to champion organized labor and fight for small businesses. 
In the early 2000s, she founded Wall Street Rising, a nonprofit organization that lobbied for financial incentives to bring small businesses 
back downtown following the 9/11 attacks.

HOUSING: Menin supports “ramping up” enforcement of fair housing and anti-discrimination laws, expanding Accessory Dwelling Unit and 
Basement Apartment programs, and increasing the coverage of Right to Counsel. She also pledges to fight for an exception to co-op bylaws 
that would allow deployed service members to sublet apartments. To combat homelessness, she would promote supportive housing, job 
training, mental health services, child care, and health care.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: While serving as Chair of Manhattan Community Board 1, Menin worked to build three new public schools 
downtown after 9/11. She supports expanding Gifted and Talented programs and increasing the universal college savings program 
she helped create for kindergarteners (NYC Kids Rise). She pledges to “continue her fight” for public school funding and to combat 
overcrowded and technologically outdated classrooms.

ENVIRONMENT: Menin’s climate platform is rooted in seven key proposals: environmental justice (including a Green New Deal for NYCHA), 
a massive investment in creating sustainable public transit, phasing out fossil fuel infrastructure by 2030, expanding greenspace and 
biodiversity, increasing building efficiency, and achieving an 80 percent waste reduction by 2030. In 2010, Menin received the NY League of 
Conservation Voters’ 2010 Environmental Champion Award for her work in building the city’s first green school and retrofitting Ground Zero 
trucks with low sulfur diesel fuel.

TRANSIT & STREETS: Menin’s “21st Century Street-Scape Plan” includes building on Open Streets, creating a rapid bus system, 
expanding protected bike lanes, cracking down on traffic law enforcement, increasing accessibility, encouraging park and community garden 
growth, redesigning a more resilient and climate-justice oriented transit system, improving transit deserts, and restoring funding to sanitation, 
recycling and composting budgets, among other policies.

RUNNING AGAINST: Mark Foley (R) 

WORK HISTORY: NYC Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment (Commissioner, 2016-Present); 
Vera Institute of Justice Reform Leadership Council (Board Member, Present); September 
11th Memorial Foundation (Board Member, Present); WTC Performing Arts Center (Board 
Member, Present); Columbia SIPA (Adjunct Professor); NYC Department of Consumer Affairs 
(Commissioner, 2014-2016); Candidate for Manhattan Borough President (2013); Manhattan 
Community Board 1 (Chair, 2005-2012); Wall Street Rising (Founder, 2003);  Colgate-Palmolive 
(Senior Regulatory Attorney); Wiley, Rein & Fielding (Regulatory Attorney)

EDUCATION: Northwestern University School of Law (JD, 1992); Columbia University (BA, 1989)

https://jimowles.org/news/candidate-answers-to-joldc-julie-menin-for-city-council-district-5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eoYgILix8a2UVcZhj20xZNFcuY_pCvkf/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eoYgILix8a2UVcZhj20xZNFcuY_pCvkf/view
https://juliefornyc.com/safety-and-sanitation
https://juliefornyc.com/jobs%2C-economy%2C-labor
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/04/17/nyregion/public-lives-caring-intensively-for-her-wounded-neighborhood.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://juliefornyc.com/housing-and-homelessness
http://www.otdowntown.com/news/a-decade-after-911-lower-manhattan-survives-and-thrives-HENP1220110907309079994
https://juliefornyc.com/education
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/900-16/mayor-de-blasio-commissioner-menin-newly-created-nonprofit-nyc-kids-rise-child
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1axpYF3hgQuae8le8DyNZL9g1zGDWhLkW/view
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/galaxy-of-luminaries-expected-at-new-york-league-of-conservation-voters-gala-on-may-17-93772814.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eoYgILix8a2UVcZhj20xZNFcuY_pCvkf/view
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Gale Brewer

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  6

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: In late June 2021, Brewer authored a letter to Speaker Corey Johnson and Mayor Bill de Blasio highlighting outstanding budget  
issues for priority in the FY22 adopted budget, including: community boards (restored $12,000 cut), school-based social workers ($85 million),  
community schools ($450,000 per school), restorative justice practices ($53.3 million), computing devices for upper-grade students and teachers  
($388 million), expanded child care ($45 million), home-delivered meals programs ($16.6 million), small business programs ($125 million), 
and reinstated funding for the Commercial Lease Assistance Program ($3.5 million), among others.

COVID-19 RELIEF: On her campaign website, Brewer calls for rebuilding from the pandemic with a “Marshall Plan” for training and jobs 
aligned to industries projected to have significant growth over the next ten years, including infrastructure. Brewer has also called for a rent  
freeze for leases due to renew between October 2021-September 2022.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: In December 2020, Brewer’s Manhattan Borough President office released a Police Reform Toolkit that 
called for redesigning the role of police, increasing accountability and transparency, demilitarizing and re-training officers, and further 
democratizing police departments. The report also touted Brewer’s efforts to conduct police-community collaboration, including in 
partnership with Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams. (The two offices issued a 200-page joint report on improving police-community 
relations in 2015.) Brewer lists public safety “at the top” of her recovery list, including addressing hate crimes against Asian Americans 
and Jews.

HOUSING: During a late May candidate forum, Brewer suggested placing shelters in hotels in Midtown as the neighborhood has yet to 
return to its pre-pandemic level of activity. She has previously pressured the de Blasio administration concerning whether the city was 
working with any nonprofit agencies to address homeless individuals “living in” or frequently visiting Penn Station. Her campaign website 
pledges to work towards expanding funding for anti-eviction and legal services programs, to fight back against “predatory” real estate 
speculators, and to pass stronger tenant protections that preserve, stabilize, and expand affordable housing stock. Her platform also 
pledges to “make sure” that the next mayor makes the “long term viability and affordability” of NYCHA a top priority.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Brewer’s “Marshall Plan” for recovering from the pandemic through job training pledges to prioritize 
community colleges and Career and Technical Education high schools. She has supported addressing the pay discrepancy between DOE 
and non-DOE educators, increasing school social workers, a comprehensive integration policy to address segregation in schools, and 
raising the City budget on a number of DOE programs.

ENVIRONMENT: Brewer has called climate change the “greatest challenge facing our world,” and advocated for “harnessing the power” 
of data to help solve its issues. She has also supported congestion pricing to reduce automobile pollution, increased funding for organics 
collection, and net zero carbon emissions goals for pension funds.

RUNNING AGAINST: Nancy Sliwa (R) 

WORK HISTORY: New York City Borough of Manhattan (Borough President, 2014-Present); New York City Council 

(Member – District 6, 2002-2013); Manhattan Community Board 7 (Member, N/A); NYC Nonprofits Project (Project Manager, 

N/A); Office of the New York City Public Advocate (Deputy Public Advocate for Intergovernmental Affairs, 1994-1998); New York 

City Office of Federal Relations (Director, 1990-1994); Office of New York City Councilmember Ruth Messinger (Chief of 

Staff, 1978-1990); Office of New York Lt. Governor Mary Anne Krupsak (Director of Scheduling, 1975-1978)

EDUCATION: Brooklyn Law School (JD, 1990); New York University (MS-Health Science, 1980); 
CUNY at York College (BA-Education, 1972); Sullivan County Community College (Attended); 
John Jay High School (Academic Degree)

http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MBP-Brewer-Priorities-for-the-FY22-Adopted-Budget.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MBP-Brewer-Priorities-for-the-FY22-Adopted-Budget.pdf
https://galebrewer.nyc/issues/
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-17-Testimony-for-NYC-Rent-Guidelines-Board-Hearing.pdf
https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-17-Testimony-for-NYC-Rent-Guidelines-Board-Hearing.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FinalPoliceReformToolkitnocrops.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/downloads/pdf/NYPD Town Hall Report.pdf
https://galebrewer.nyc/issues/
https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/city-council-candidates-debate-homelessness-crime-at-upper-west-side-forum/
https://nypost.com/2021/04/20/de-blasio-orders-sweep-80-cops-to-bring-midtown-workers-back/
https://galebrewer.nyc/issues/
https://galebrewer.nyc/issues/
https://twitter.com/galeabrewer/status/1136692291681357824
https://twitter.com/galeabrewer/status/1088891004445491200
https://twitter.com/galeabrewer/status/1129396965454864387
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MBP-Brewer-Priorities-for-the-FY22-Adopted-Budget.pdf
https://twitter.com/galeabrewer/status/1336710824157728769
https://galebrewer.nyc/issues/
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MBP-Brewer-Priorities-for-the-FY22-Adopted-Budget.pdf
http://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MBP-Brewer-Priorities-for-the-FY22-Adopted-Budget.pdf
https://twitter.com/galeabrewer/status/1336710824157728769
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Shaun Abreu

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  7

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

COVID-19 RECOVERY: To address economic insecurity in the wake of the pandemic, Abreu promises to advocate for an “invigorated 
workforce pipeline” through CUNY, greater access to childcare, creation of a Municipal Public Bank, linking labor standards to new 
development, fostering local employment pipelines for neighborhood construction projects, worker-owned co-ops and apprenticeship 
programs, and the Medallion Asset Relief Program for the taxi industry.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Abreu is an advocate for decarceration and allocating financial resources to support students, low-
income families, older adults, justice-involved people, and disabled people. He supports ending solitary confinement, expanding Cure 
Violence programs, ending punitive fines and fees in the criminal justice service, funding alternatives to incarceration, and expanding access 
to charitable bail funds. He also supports granting the Civilian Complaint Review Board authority on police conduct and excessive use-of-
force findings, granting Police Commissioner appointment powers to the Public Advocate, requiring greater disclosure by district attorneys, 
expanding supervised release, and investing in programs that address root causes of incarceration. He has signed a petition calling on the 
City Council to reduce the NYPD’s operating budget by $1 billion over the next four years, and authored a February 2022 column for Data 
for Progress detailing his core proposals for police reform.

HOUSING: A tenants’ rights attorney who was evicted from his childhood home, Abreu pledges to create and preserve affordable 
housing and increase attorney access for low-income residents facing eviction by raising income eligibility guidelines to 400% above the 
federal poverty line. He also supports a “Universal Certificate of No Harassment” program for building owners seeking to demolish their 
properties, instituting policies that would prevent unnecessary luxury development, and creating a Universal Affordable Housing Plan for new 
development.

PUBLIC SAFETY: Abreu supports neighborhood task forces and fostering community-based policing.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Abreu supports investing in universal after-school programs, expanding Universal 3-K, free universal broadband 
for low-income students, free legal services for parents suing the DOE in pursuit of equitable accommodations for children with learning 
disabilities, expanding the Community School Model, increasing opportunities in STEM, increasing capital funding for classroom technology, 
and eliminating in-school policing.

SMALL BUSINESSES: On his campaign website, Abreu pledges to champion economic relief for small businesses and exemptions from 
the Commercial Rent Tax, as well as to expand low-interest loans for businesses hit hardest by the pandemic and sustained caps on delivery 
fees. He also supports a city tax on empty storefronts and creating new business improvement districts in Hamilton Heights and southern 
Washington Heights. He has also argued in favor of expanding the Right to Counsel Law to offer legal services for qualifying businesses in 
commercial eviction proceedings. 

ENVIRONMENT: Abreu promises to fight to install solar power in NYCHA developments, affordable housing residences, and other co-op 
buildings with high carbon emissions. He supports tougher enforcement of lead poisoning prevention laws and implementing the Renewable 
Rikers Plan, which would turn the prison into land for green infrastructure.

RUNNING AGAINST: Jomo Williams (Black Lives Matter Party); Carmen Quinones (Black 
Women Lead Party)

WORK HISTORY: New York Legal Assistance Group (Staff Attorney, 2019-Present); Genova Burns LLC (Employment 

Law Attorney, 2018-2019); National Labor Relations Board (Law Clerk, 2017-2018); Natural Resources Defense Council 

(Legal Intern, 2017); First Judicial Department, Supreme Court (Judicial Intern for Associate Justice Rolando Acosta, 2016); 

CASA NYC (Court Appointed Special Advocate, 2015); Barack Obama Democratic Club of Northern Manhattan (Vice 

President, 2014-2015); Community Board 9 (Appointed Board Member, 2014-2015); Friends of Morningside Park (Board 

of Directors, 2014-2015); Draft Biden (NYS Director, 2015); NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs (Regional Field Director, 2015); 

Mark Levine for NYC Council (Deputy Campaign Manager, 2013); Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez (Consultant, 2012); Espaillat 

for Congress (East Harlem Chief Supervisor, 2012); Amy Larovere Consulting (Consultant, 2011)

EDUCATION: Tulane University Law School (JD); Columbia University (BA)

https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
https://janosforda.medium.com/new-york-city-2021-candidates-demand-immediate-cuts-to-nypd-budget-d523354e79c
https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2021/2/22/holding-the-nypd-accountable
https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2021/2/22/holding-the-nypd-accountable
https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9353-expand-right-to-counsel-save-our-families-small-businesses-coronavirus-toll
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9353-expand-right-to-counsel-save-our-families-small-businesses-coronavirus-toll
https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9353-expand-right-to-counsel-save-our-families-small-businesses-coronavirus-toll
https://shaunabreu.nyc/shauns-vision/
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Carmen De La Rosa

MANHATTAN
D I S T R I C T  1 0

O N  T H E  I S S U E S

COVID-19 RECOVERY: Since early in the pandemic, De La Rosa has advocated for cancelling rent. She supports citywide education 
programs to encourage vaccination and prioritizing development of vaccination centers in vulnerable communities, expanding mental 
health programs in light of trauma exacerbated by the pandemic, including for incarcerated people, offering free COVID-19 treatment, 
and passing the NY Health Act.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: De La Rosa’s racial justice platform includes support for the expedited closure of Rikers Island, 
ending solitary confinement, increasing protester rights, instituting police officer residency laws, expanding the Council Investigations’ 
committee’s oversight powers over NYPD, ending qualified immunity, and removing NYPD response in homelessness outreach and 
mental health calls, among other policies. She has advocated for defunding police and investing in education, mental health, and family 
support.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: On her campaign website, De La Rosa proposes a “Higher Heights Initiative” that would develop a 
pipeline for access to green jobs in her community. She argues the Small Business & Jobs Survival Act has been “ignored” by the City 
Council, while COVID-19 demonstrated the “urgency” to support small businesses in lease renewal. She supports a minimum wage that 
matches the rate of inflation, scheduling transparency and emergency paid time off, hazard pay for essential workers, and street vendor/
micro-entrepreneur development.

HOUSING: De La Rosa’s housing justice platform advocates for policies that deter displacement and empower low-income renters to 
become homeowners. She supports expanding Community Land Trusts, ending speculative and predatory practices, expanding legal 
services and Right-to-Counsel for tenants, and creating a Community Housing Taskforce. She opposes the NYCHA Blueprint for Change 
and any privatization efforts of public housing.

IMMIGRATION: De La Rosa was born in the Dominican Republic and immigrated to Inwood as a child. She supports an Immigrants Bill 
of Rights, forming a Council of Immigrants, the NYS Liberty for All Bill, municipal voting legislation, increased language accessibility in 
municipal programming, preservation of adult literacy programming and funding, and legal representation for detained immigrants.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: On her campaign website, De La Rosa highlights the need to secure high-quality broadband, laptops, 
and tablets for students. She supports diversifying school leadership and curriculums through overhauling the DOE budget, as well 
as empowering community-based parent groups in school governance, expanding the community schools model, and desegregating 
schools. She supports Free CUNY for All.

ENVIRONMENT: A Green New Deal supporter, De La Rosa argues the plan would create jobs and secure “dignified living conditions” 
for people across the city, including in Black and brown communities. She supports divesting NYC pension funds from fossil fuels, moving 
ownership of energy infrastructure to the public, enacting a carbon tax (which she has introduced in the state assembly), fortifying the 
Harlem River Esplanade and other vulnerable areas, and enacting the Renewable Rikers project.

RUNNING AGAINST: Edwin de La Cruz (R)

WORK HISTORY: New York State Assembly (72nd District Assemblywoman, 2017-Present); 
New York State Democratic Committee (72nd Assembly District – Part B District Leader, 
2015-Present); Office of New York City Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez (Chief of Staff, 2014-
2016; Legislative & Budget Director, 2011-2014); Coro New York Leadership Center (LNY27, 
2015-2016); Ydanis Rodriguez for City Council (Campaign Manager, 2013); Office of New York 
State Assembly Member Daniel O’Donnell (District Office Manager, 2009-2011; Community 
Liaison, 2007-2009); Benjamin Cardozo School of Law (Career Planning Staff, 2006-2007)

EDUCATION: Fordham University (BA)

https://twitter.com/CnDelarosa/status/1277958121361735682
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://twitter.com/CnDelarosa/status/1348748547139776513
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://patch.com/new-york/washington-heights-inwood/carmen-de-la-rosa-announces-bid-wash-heights-city-council
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://carmenfornyc.com/issues/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1254317
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D I S T R I C T  1 3

BRONX

Marjorie Velazquez

RUNNING AGAINST: Alex Mici (R)

WORK HISTORY: Bronx Community Board 10 (Member, N/A-Present); DIRECTV Latin America 
(Senior Accountant for the Corporate Finance Group, N/A); Bronx Women United (Co-Founder, 
N/A); Ritchie Torres for City Council (Treasurer, N/A); Chippewa Democratic Club (Executive 
Board Member & District Leader, N/A); Liberty Democratic Association (Treasurer, N/A); Amplify 
Her (Voluntary Board Member, N/A-Present); The Broad Room (Voluntary Board Member, 
N/A-Present); St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf Children’s Fund (Board Member, N/A-Present); 
Services for the Blind & Visually Impaired (Bronx-Westchester Advisory Board Member,  
N/A-Present); Bronx River Alliance (Board Member, N/A-Present)

EDUCATION: New York University (BS-Finance & Accounting); St. Catherine Academy (Diploma)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Velazquez has fought for budget equity for the community while serving on Bronx Community Board 10. According to her 
campaign website, if elected to the City Council she would use her “real world budgeting and accounting experience” to eliminate 
waste and protect New York City families’ tax dollars while protecting public services for the most vulnerable residents. She would also 
use participatory budgeting to let district residents vote on a portion of budget spending.

HOUSING: Velazquez supports investing more in affordable housing and believes the “right to housing” begins with providing the 
same opportunities to working class communities as those provided to the “rich neighborhoods” of New York City.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Velazquez believes a “strong public school education is the key to ensuring our children can compete 
in this 21st century economy.” If elected, she would fight to increase public school funding, push for increased broadband access, 
address overcrowding by building new classroom space, advocate for more gifted and talented programs at all grade levels, and work 
on other systemic reforms (including a moratorium on school closures). She would also support assisting low-income students with 
internet access. 

ENVIRONMENT: Velazquez believes climate change is a threat to New Yorkers and the New York City landscape. She would prioritize 
protecting public health and land by implementing environmental policy “that adapts to the challenges facing our community.” She 
supports increased investment in environmental conservation and clean energy programs like the Green New Deal.

FOOD INSECURITY: As a member of the City Council, Velazquez would work to increase public and private funding to ensure food 
pantries are fully stocked and expanded so that every community has local access to food.

WORKFORCE: Velazquez supports paid family leave for all workers and would fight to expand unemployment insurance and other 
public assistance to undocumented immigrant families. She also supports expanding workforce development and job training in 
schools and senior centers and would work with organized labor to provide more options on work security. Velazquez would also 
partner with officials in Albany to ensure future public works projects are required to hire locally in New York City communities hit 
hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic.

TAXES: Velazquez would support a “millionaire’s tax” so that New York City could invest more in working people and essential 
services, particularly affordable housing, healthcare access, schools, and green energy initiatives.

https://www.mvelaz.nyc/about
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
https://citylimits.org/2021/04/27/five-candidates-face-off-for-newly-open-council-seat-in-east-bronxs-district-13/
https://twitter.com/mvelaznyc/status/1004826180426616833
https://twitter.com/mvelaznyc/status/1339617975721144330
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/ny-marjorie-velazquez-mark-gjonaj-20200809-y2t5xeoefjcmpnrosj4g2sjzgy-story.html
https://twitter.com/mvelaznyc/status/1371561976518873089
https://twitter.com/mvelaznyc/status/1396906889003343872
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
https://www.mvelaz.nyc/issues
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D I S T R I C T  1 4

BRONX

Pierina Sanchez

RUNNING AGAINST: Shemeen Chappell (R)

WORK HISTORY: Pratt Institute (Visiting Assistant Professor, 2016-Present); Pratt Center for Community Development 

(Senior Fellow for Public Policy, 2020); Office of the Mayor of New York (Senior Advisor for Housing, Economic Development 

& Labor, 2019-2020; Senior Legislative Representative, 2018-2019); Regional Plan Association (New York Director, 2014-

2018); US Department of State Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations (Graduate Consultant, 2013-2014); Office of 

the Mayor of Chicago (Graduate Fellow, 2013); The White House (Intern, 2012); New York City Council (Director of Press and 

Legislation, 2012; Director of Constituent Services and Budget Affairs, 2010-2011) 

EDUCATION: Harvard University (BA-Psychology, Social Cognitive Neuroscience); Princeton 
University (MA-Public Affairs, Urban Policy and Planning)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: One year after the murder of George Floyd, Sanchez tweeted, “Justice is investing in community, 
not incarceration.” She supports a public safety model “rooted in peacekeeping, violence interruption, credible messengers and 
healing,” as well as mass decarceration. She also supports reinvesting a substantial proportion of the NYPD budget towards social 
service infrastructure, reassigning non-violent emergency response to mental health and human services professionals, repealing 
policies like stop-and-frisk and walking while trans policing, developing alternatives to prison, and decriminalizing sex work, poverty, 
homelessness, and substance use.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: On her campaign website, Sanchez pledges to advocate for jobs with a “thriving wage,” expanded 
worker rights, better benefits through labor organizing, passage of the Small Business Jobs Survival Act, access to free financial 
services like tax support and consumer advocacy, establishing a Public Bank to invest in small businesses and community 
infrastructure, and funding for worker cooperatives.

HOUSING: When she was a child, Sanchez’ family experienced housing uncertainty and tenant harassment; these experiences 
inspired her to work in public service. She has previously helped tenants in the 14th District obtain heat and hot water, worked 
in urban planning at the Regional Plan Association, and served as a member of Community Board 5, where she advocated for 
affordable housing during rezoning along Jerome Avenue. She campaigned on cancelling rent during the pandemic, fully funding 
NYCHA apartments, investing in programs that help Bronx residents achieve homeownership, enacting a comprehensive citywide 
planning framework, and creating larger set-asides in affordable housing developments to help prevent homelessness. She has also 
advocated for housing as a form of reparations.

HEALTH CARE: Sanchez’ campaign platform includes expanding NYC Care health insurance, expanding Health & Hospitals 
Community Health Care Centers and Clinics, and investing in school-based health care.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Sanchez supports universal vocational and college-readiness programs, expanding the number of 
community schools providing holistic services, increasing mental health programming, empowering parents in school governance, 
ending school segregation, and raising access to high-quality childcare, among other policies.

ENVIRONMENT: A signatory of the Green New Deal and the No Fossil Fuel Money pledge, Sanchez’ platform includes a climate 
policy designed within a reparations framework, a Just Transition to a green economy that includes a Green Jobs Corps, investing in 
community gardens, and expanding energy efficiency for buildings.

TRANSIT & STREETS: Sanchez pledges to advocate for “expanded and resilient transit,” highlighting the need to prioritize faster 
and more reliable bus services, fair fares, and increased access to rail services. She also supports a pedestrian and cyclist-centered 
street design and a more inclusive and accessible transit network for people with disabilities.

https://twitter.com/PiSanchezNYC/status/1397274071205916672
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://www.norwoodnews.org/pierina-sanchez-from-the-bronx-to-the-white-house-and-back/
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://twitter.com/PiSanchezNYC/status/1333920136168960004
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
https://www.pierinasanchez.nyc/issues
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D I S T R I C T  1 6

BRONX

Althea Stevens

RUNNING AGAINST: Kajara Boyd (R)

WORK HISTORY: East Side House Settlement (Department Director of Elementary Programs & Community Affairs, N/A-

Present); New York City Mayor’s Office of Community Affairs (Member of Advisory Committee, N/A-Present); New York City 

Housing Authority Tenants Association (Member of Advisory Committee, N/A-Present); NAACP Legal Defense & Educational 

Fund, Inc. (Member of Advisory Committee, N/A-Present) 

EDUCATION: City University of New York – Hunter College (MA-Urban Affairs, 2008); Long Island 
University (BA-Political Science & Government, 2005)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Stevens said she was “disappointed” by the $88 billion budget that was passed by the Council in June 2020. She 
supports more funding for public transportation, particularly the bus system, and advocates for greater investments in protective 
bike lanes throughout the Bronx. Stevens has suggested she would support participatory budgeting.

CRIME & POLICING: Stevens believes public safety initiatives “need to originate from within the community that understands the 
root of the issues best.” If elected, she would work to shift funding from police departments to community initiatives, including 
additional Cure Violence sites and other similar programs. She would also support redesigning the NYPD’s “Build the Block” 
meetings to be run by community leaders, requiring new recruits and officers to take part in community tours and meet with local 
leaders and organizations, and instituting a “community leader approval process” before new supervisors could be placed into new 
precincts. Stevens has advocated for empowering the Civilian Complaint Review Board with the power to determine and enforce 
disciplinary actions against NYPD officers.

HOUSING: Stevens believes everyone has a “fundamental human right to safe, secure, and affordable housing with freedom from 
forced eviction.” She supports larger investments in the New York City Housing Authority and providing NYCHA resident leaders 
with development training on a quarterly basis. Stevens advocates for rent stabilization laws and would demand City Council 
oversight of Rental Assistance Demonstration conversions. She would also work to expand supportive pathways to low-income 
home ownership, change how area median income is calculated to ensure affordable housing is affordable, and reform the Uniform 
Land Use Review Process to include more community input.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Stevens believes it is “essential” to invest in young people, and that starts with investing more in 
education. If elected, Stevens would work to desegregate and fully fund New York City’s public schools and push for universal 
after-school funding for elementary and middle school students. She would also push to reduce the use of school safety offices and 
repurpose funding to hire and train more social workers and school psychologists.

ENVIRONMENT: Stevens supports green space initiatives to reduce the disparity in accessibility to green spaces across the city. 
She advocates for the completion of the Renewable Rikers plan and would work to end the delay of funding for the Haven Project, 
a New York Restoration Project proposal that would design and build a new network of connected open spaces in the South Bronx. 
Stevens would also support the Five Borough Resiliency Bill to ensure all New York City neighborhoods have a plan to respond to 
climate change-related flooding.

HEALTH: Stevens would work to protect hospital funding and support legislation to institute “minimum nurse-to-patient staffing 
ratios” in healthcare institutions throughout the city. She would also support greater investment in mental health services, nutritional 
programs and additional grocery stores in underserved areas, and initiatives focused on supporting the elderly.

https://twitter.com/althea4theBX/status/1278351722948288516
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/agreement-reached-on-proposed-nyc-budget-with-deep-cuts-vote-expected-later-today/2492035/
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/communities
https://twitter.com/althea4theBX/status/1176629555907432448
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/justice-and-safety
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/housing
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/youth-development
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/communities
http://southbronxunite.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/NYRP_TheHavenProject_alt_2.pdf
https://www.althea4citycouncil.org/health
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D I S T R I C T  1 9

QUEENS

Tony Avella

RUNNING AGAINST: Vickie Paladino (R / Independent Party); John-Alexander Sakelos (Save 
Our City Party)

WORK HISTORY: Retired (2019-Present); New York State Senate (Senator for District 11, 2011-2018); New York City 

Council (Council Member for the 19th District, 2002-2009); State Senators Leonard Stavisky & Toby Stavisky (Chief of Staff); 

NYC Mayor David Dinkins (Aide); NYC Mayor Ed Koch (Aide); NYC Councilman Peter Vallone (Aide); Bayside Historical 

Society (President); College Point Civic Association (President); Northshore Anti-Graffiti Volunteers (President)

EDUCATION: City University of New York – Hunter College (BA-Political Science and  
Government, 1974)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

DISABILITY JUSTICE: Avella’s campaign platform includes increasing accessibility for residential buildings, businesses, and the 
MTA in Queens, including through offering financial incentives to become fully accessible by 2030. He supports equity in salaries 
between disabled employees and their colleagues, financial incentives for employers to hire disabled people, and specialized 
schools and qualified special needs teachers in Queens schools, among other policies.

EBT/SNAP: On his campaign website, Avella pledges to fight to increase monthly allocations to EBT/SNAP cards, to advocate 
for supermarkets and food outlets to offer specific discounts for customers using EBT/SNAP, and to support EBT/SNAP’s use for 
purchasing hot food and take-out food. He also supports businesses offering EBT/SNAP recipients the ability to purchase other 
items, including diapers, clothes, shoes, and school supplies for children. He has promised to co-sponsor or introduce legislation 
that would allow EBT/SNAP cardholders and up to three family members the ability to enter all city-controlled cultural institutions 
for free, as well as discounted or free entry to private ones.

HOUSING: Avella has derided the “growing development attitude” towards eliminating one-family home districts, which he says 
would “forever” destroy the suburban lifestyle of northeast Queens. He pledges to introduce a Council bill version of his Senate 
measure that would reform the co-op and condo tax code. His campaign platform also links disability rights with housing, 
promising to strengthen laws so that disabled residents could not be evicted until a city crisis team is sent to attempt to prevent 
homelessness.

PUBLIC SAFETY: Avella has said the de Blasio administration has “turned a blind eye” to the citywide surge in crime, while 
advocating for leadership that will “work with the police & get NYC back on track.” His campaign platform includes introducing 
legislation to subdivide the 109th Precinct to enable police to serve his district more effectively. He pledges to work to end 
anti-Asian hate crimes, including by introducing legislation to increase stiffer penalties for those convicted of hate crimes. He is 
endorsed by the NYC Police Benevolent Association.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: In a March 2021 interview, Avella described maintaining the Specialized High School Admissions Test 
and Gifted and Talented programs as a “key priority.” He supports improved bus service from Queens to Bronx Science High 
School.

ENVIRONMENT: During his tenure in the state senate, Avella led efforts to prevent hydrofracking from occurring in New York. 
He also sponsored a bill during the 2013-2014 session that was signed into law that requires the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to notify city Community Boards of any new “brownfield” site cleanups within their districts.

TRANSIT: Avella has said it is “essential” that cut bus routes in transit deserts like the 19th District be reinstated, arguing that 
transportation needs can be funded through the state legislature’s recently approved congestion pricing.

https://www.tonyavellafornyc.com/issues
https://www.tonyavellafornyc.com/issues
https://qns.com/2021/03/2021-elections-whos-running-for-city-council-in-the-19th-district/
https://www.tonyavellafornyc.com/issues
https://twitter.com/tonyavella/status/1391207989605027844
https://www.tonyavellafornyc.com/issues
https://twitter.com/TonyAvella/status/1384281446467002370
https://qns.com/2021/03/2021-elections-whos-running-for-city-council-in-the-19th-district/
https://twitter.com/TonyAvella/status/1399760987234967562
https://qns.com/2021/03/2021-elections-whos-running-for-city-council-in-the-19th-district/
https://qns.com/2021/03/2021-elections-whos-running-for-city-council-in-the-19th-district/
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D I S T R I C T  2 0

QUEENS

Sandra Ung

RUNNING AGAINST: Yu-Ching Pai (R / Conservative Party / Save Our City Party)

WORK HISTORY: Congresswoman Grace Meng (Special Assistant); At the Table PAC (Executive 
Director); Flushing YMCA (Board of Managers); NYS Commissioner on Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation (Special Assistant); NYC Comptrollers Bill Thompson and John Liu 
(Legislative Assistant); State Assemblyman Jimmy Meng (Chief of Staff); Sanctuary for Families 
(Staff Attorney); Dorsey & Whitey LLP (Associate Attorney)

EDUCATION: Columbia Law School (JD); Hunter College (BA)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

FAMILY CARE: Ung describes creating a unified Family Care system as one of her “top priorities,” alongside a caregiver support 
system tailored towards people living in multigenerational homes. She pledges to improve accessibility of paid family leave, 
childcare, after-school programs, senior centers, and health care. She also promises to build on programs like Access NYC by 
making them more accessible to low-income and ESL speakers who may lack access to the Internet.

SMALL BUSINESSES: On her campaign website, Ung pledges to secure multilingual Special Liaisons in the NYC Small Business 
Services to bring legal and business seminars to her community and to expand MWBE programs.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: In a January 2021 interview, Ung called for legislation that increases transparency and 
accountability of the NYPD and ensuring the CCRB has the power to discipline and investigate officers. She supports adding 
social workers and mental health specialists to local precincts and Police Servicing Areas at NYCHA locations, as well as building 
stronger connections between police officers and local communities – including through hiring more bilingual officers. When asked 
if she supported reducing the NYPD budget, she promised to “engage in a serious conversation with community members” to 
consider reforms. She supports exploring removing police from schools, mental health response calls, homeless outreach, and traffic 
enforcement, while noting that many Traffic Enforcement Agents are people of color. She also supports eliminating the NYPD Vice 
Squad, closing Rikers Island, firing Dermot Shea, and requiring the NYPD Commissioner to be confirmed by the Council.

HOUSING: In an August 2020 op-ed, Ung advocated for a targeted housing program for survivors of domestic violence to apply 
for rental subsidies after a protective order is issued.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Endorsed by the United Federation of Teachers, Ung’s education platform includes opening a new 
school in Flushing to alleviate overcrowding. She also supports expanding after-school programs for tutoring and expanding the 
city’s 3K program as well as its Gifted and Talented programs.

ENVIRONMENT: A former member of the state Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation team, Ung has worked across agencies 
and with activists on issues of local environmental involvement. She has pledged to incorporate resilience into her work on behalf 
of seniors, including access to green spaces/public spaces and cooling centers, as well as to assist small businesses with recycling, 
composting, and litter prevention. She also promises to identify public buildings in the district capable of using roofs for renewable 
energy, invest in STEM programming for students to find jobs in climate industries, and prepare the district’s sewage system to cope 
with increased stormwater.

TRANSIT: Ung supports increasing community outreach in transit decisions, making the Flushing and Murray Hill LIRR stations 
swipeable with a MetroCard to reduce congestion on the 7 train, and identifying potential new bus routes for transit desert sections 
of her district, including in Auburndale and Fresh Meadows.

https://sandrafornewyork.com/issues
https://sandrafornewyork.com/issues
https://jimowles.org/news/candidate-answers-to-joldc-sandra-ung-for-city-council-district-20
https://medium.com/@sandra4ny/the-domestic-violence-pandemic-ea56fb5bb30f
https://twitter.com/SandraForNY1/status/1357020012599521285
https://sandrafornewyork.com/issues
https://nylcv.org/candidate/sandra-ung/
https://sandrafornewyork.com/issues
https://sandrafornewyork.com/issues
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RUNNING AGAINST: Felicia Kalan (R)

WORK HISTORY: Working Families Party (National Political Organizer, 2019-Present); New York 
County Defender Services (Staff Attorney, 2015-2019); Cabán for Queens (Candidate for Queens 
County DA, 2019); Legal Aid Society (Staff Attorney, 2012-2015); New York County Defender 
Services (IDV Intern, 2012); Queens DA (Criminal Courts Bureau Intern, 2011); Legal Aid Society 
(Government Benefits Unit Intern, 2011); Lenox Hill Neighborhood House (Legal Advocacy 
Intern, 2011); CONNECT, Inc (Legal Intern, 2010)

EDUCATION: New York Law School (JD); Penn State University (BS)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Calling the city budget a “moral document,” Cabán has advocated for divesting from the carceral system to increase investment  
in communities. She supports limiting the Speaker’s power over the budget agenda.

COUNCIL REFORM: A political organizer, Cabán argues for a “radical shake-up”on the City Council, including through proactive 
constituent services, organizing a “socialist and leftist bloc” within the Council to influence leadership races/committee chairs, internal rules  
reforms to limit the power of the Speaker, and to work with resident councils or neighborhood block groups to influence decision-making.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: A public defender for nearly a decade, Cabán pledges to work to defund and disband the NYPD and 
replace it with community-led public safety, permanently close Rikers Island before 2026, halt the construction of new jails, and embed 
restorative practices into city agencies. She also supports creating a citywide bail vouchers program and to remove police from schools, 
traffic enforcement, homeless outreach, and hospitals. She has proposed beginning by cutting the $6 billion NYPD budget by $2-3 
billion.

HOUSING: Cabán seeks to “decommodify housing” and support a city-level Homes Guarantee program that would preserve existing 
affordable housing – including NYCHA – and building new social housing units.

PUBLIC SAFETY: An advocate for modernizing public safety, Cabán’s policy proposals are rooted in community-led initiatives and ending 
reliance on police. Her program calls for community safety centers, integrated service facilities, enhanced counseling and health services, 
non-police systems for responding to transportation or traffic-related issues, comprehensive mental health and crisis response services, 
and a Civil Life Corps to handle quality-of-life related matters.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Cabán calls for fully funding and desegregating schools by advocating for the repeal of Hect-Calandra, ending  
discriminatory screens, and creating a community-led diversity plan for middle schools in Astoria. In a February 2021 op-ed, Cabán called 
for reallocating the city’s $450 million school policing budget towards free school supplies, healthier lunches, and restorative-justice 
and youth-empowerment programs, among other areas.

SMALL BUSINESSES: On her campaign website, Cabán pledges to support small businesses and vendors through commercial rent control,  
lifting the cap on street vendor permits, and creating a permanent open street/lot program.

ENVIRONMENT: Cabán supports a Green New Deal for New York City – including creating green jobs, increasing public green 
spaces, fostering clean infrastructure, and ensuring shoreline resilience. She pledges to oppose projects that expand fossil fuel 
infrastructure and advocate for increasing renewable sources to achieve carbon-neutrality by 2030.

Tiffany Cabán

D I S T R I C T  2 2

BRONX/QUEENS

https://twitter.com/tiffany_caban/status/1356285815102574592
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
https://astoriapost.com/tiffany-caban-unveils-plan-to-scale-back-the-nypd-through-introduction-of-community-based-measures
https://astoriapost.com/tiffany-caban-unveils-plan-to-scale-back-the-nypd-through-introduction-of-community-based-measures
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/public-safety/
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/schools-reopening-resources-students-funding-police-tiffany-caban
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
https://www.cabanforqueens.com/issues/
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D I S T R I C T  2 3

QUEENS

Linda Lee

RUNNING AGAINST: James Reilly (R / Conservative Party)

WORK HISTORY: Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York (Executive Director, 
2009-Present); NAMI-NYC Metro (Member, Board of Directors, 2010-Present); NYC Civic 
Engagement Commission (Commissioner, 2019-Present); New York State Health Foundation 
(Executive Assistant, 2007-2009)

EDUCATION: Columbia University School of Social Work (MS-Social Enterprise Administration, 
2006); Barnard College (BA) 

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Though she advocates for working with the NYPD and reform advocates to re-examine the 
criminal justice and policing systems, Lee does not support defunding the police, arguing such a policy would ultimately harm the 
community, citing recent budget cuts that eliminated the 116th Precinct. She does support improving civilian oversight of NYPD 
and supplementing officers with purpose-trained personnel for addressing homelessness or mental health crises, among other 
policies. She also supports closing Rikers Island “in a way that ensures any borough-based jails don’t put communities at risk.” She 
is endorsed by the Detectives’ Endowment Association.

HOUSING: In a May 2021 op-ed, Lee advocated for an affordable homeownership plan for Queens residents through property 
tax reform, including freezing those taxes for at least the next year after the pandemic. She also supports housing-first solutions 
to homelessness, continuing the eviction moratorium, expanding rental assistance, equalizing the tax burden for co-op and condo 
owners, and working towards sustainability goals that would bring down utility costs.

IMMIGRATION: A daughter of immigrants, Lee pledges to support the city’s sanctuary laws, oppose ICE incursions into courthouses 
and communities, partner with elected leaders to pass legislation to “rationalize” the immigration services, and appoint a dedicated 
immigration liaison in her constituent services office, among other policies.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Lee supports protecting the SHSAT, expanding after-school programs and enrichment courses, 
extending Gifted and Talented programs across the city, and addressing educational inequality by improving school standards, 
among other policies. She is endorsed by the United Federation of Teachers.

ENVIRONMENT: Lee describes public parks as “essential infrastructure,” pledging to protect and support parks in Eastern Queens 
as well as cultural sites like Cunningham and Alley Pond parks. She has advocated for working towards a “greener, more equitable 
world” in the face of the climate crisis.

TRANSIT & STREETS: Though Lee supports providing better service to transit deserts that rely on buses as those located in her 
district, she advocates for striking a balance with providing parking for businesses. She argues that residents should have a seat at 
the table when installing bus and bike lanes so that they do not impact parking near their homes. She also pledges to promote the 
development of accessible transportation for people with disabilities.

SENIORS: As CEO and President of nonprofit Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Lee has criticized budget cuts 
to services and programs that serve seniors. She supports increasing senior services above proposed pre-pandemic levels, bringing 
essential services to seniors, expanding access to trained caregivers by increasing job-training in those professions, and addressing 
language barriers for senior immigrant communities.

https://lindaleefornyc.com/issues
https://twitter.com/LindaLeeforNYC/status/1395080491615850496
https://queenspost.com/op-ed-affordable-housing-also-means-affordable-homeownership
https://lindaleefornyc.com/issues
https://lindaleefornyc.com/issues
https://twitter.com/LindaLeeforNYC/status/1376612253496180736
https://lindaleefornyc.com/issues
https://twitter.com/LindaLeeforNYC/status/1354832523839352834
https://twitter.com/LindaLeeforNYC/status/1354832523839352834
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2021/06/04/decision-2021-meet-the-council-candidates-queens-edition-there-are-a-lot-of-them/
https://lindaleefornyc.com/issues
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QUEENS

Shekar Krishnan

RUNNING AGAINST: Shah Shahidul Haque (R); Fatima Baryab (Diversity Party); Suraj Jaswal 
(Libertarian Party)

WORK HISTORY: Communities Resist Inc (Co-Founder and Chief Program Officer, 2019-Present); Brooklyn Legal Services 

Corporation (Director of Legal Advocacy, 2018-2019; Director of Preserving Affordable Housing Program, 2014-2018); Patterson 

Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP (Associate, 2013-2014); US District Court for the Eastern District of New York (Law Clerk, 2012-2013); 

Weil Gotshal and Manges (Litigation Associate, 2011-2012); Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation (Associate Attorney in the  

Group Housing Unit, 2009-2010)

EDUCATION: University of Michigan Law School (JD, 2009); The Cooper Union (BS- Engineering, 2006)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

FAMILY CARE: On his campaign website, Krishnan calls for “radically” restructuring and investing in universal child care and early 
education. He argues for divesting from the current child welfare system while deriding the Administration for Child Services’ 
overwhelming number of reports against parents of color. He also favors adopting an “evidence-based and community-based 
approach” to maternal care to combat racial disparities in outcomes.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Krishnan has argued policing “cannot be reformed” and advocated for defunding the NYPD 
and the Department of Corrections and redirecting funds to communities of color that have been overpoliced and denied 
public resources. He supports ending solitary confinement, closing Rikers Island and fighting to prevent new jails from being 
built, removing police from social services and child care agencies, and creating and empowering an elected Civilian Complaint 
Review Board. He argues that money divested from the NYPD should be concentrated in mental health services, transformative 
justice community centers, social workers, violence interrupters, and creating a citywide rapid-response system of mental health 
professionals, medics, and crisis workers independent of the NYPD.

HOUSING: A civil rights attorney who founded an anti-displacement advocacy organization, Krishnan’s platform calls for 
permanently rehousing homeless New Yorkers and providing social housing. He supports cancelling rent and instituting a 
moratorium on evictions and foreclosures for at least a year after the pandemic, enacting the NY Homes Guarantee, investing 
heavily in improving NYCHA, and converting abandoned or tax-delinquent properties into limited equity cooperatives or community 
land trusts, among other policies. He also opposes land use policies that prioritize developer interests and advocates for expanding 
and fully funding the Right to Counsel program.

IMMIGRATION: On his campaign website, Krishnan advocates for expanding the detainer law to forbid NYPD and DOC agents 
from cooperating with ICE requests, funding comprehensive legal services for immigrants (including expanding the New York 
Immigrant Family Unity Project), expanding the right to vote, creating a citywide cash fund for undocumented workers, and 
improving language access and interpretation services in city government.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Krishnan’s education platform includes implementing restorative justice and healing-centered practices 
at schools, expanding culturally responsive and bilingual education, reducing class sizes, implementing more comprehensive 
evaluations for students with potential learning disabilities, and expanding the NYC Kids RISE Save for College Program, among 
other policies. He also supports police-free schools – including removing metal detectors – and developing an integration plan for 
District 30.

ENVIRONMENT: In May 2021, Krishnan co-authored an op-ed arguing that the 34th Avenue open street should be converted 
into a linear park. He supports a Green New Deal for NYC (including instituting Renewable Rikers), creating a Public Bank for 
renewable initiatives, and investing in green and accessible public transit, among other policies.

https://twitter.com/voteshekar/status/1382818664563499008
https://voteshekar.com/platform/
https://voteshekar.com/platform/
https://voteshekar.com/platform/
https://twitter.com/voteshekar/status/1354128677597032455
https://twitter.com/voteshekar/status/1277977129209102343
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2021/05/12/opinion-34th-avenue-is-an-opportunity-to-undo-decades-of-unjust-racist-policies/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2021/05/12/opinion-34th-avenue-is-an-opportunity-to-undo-decades-of-unjust-racist-policies/
https://voteshekar.com/platform/
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QUEENS

Julie Won
RUNNING AGAINST: Marvin Jeffcoat (R / Conservative Party)

WORK HISTORY: IBM iX (Digital Strategy Consultant, 2019-Present); IBM (Organizational Change Management Consultant, 

2018-2019; Senior Strategy Consultant, 2017-2018; Federal Client Relationship Manager, 2016-2017; Federal Proposal Manager, 

2015-2016; Federal Content Strategist, 2013-2015); CNY Community Foundation (Researcher and Data Analyst, 2013); US House 

of Representatives (Legislative Intern, NY6, 2012); Amnesty International (Research Intern, 2012); Law Offices of Mitchell N. Kay 

(Research Intern, 2010); New York City Council (Intern for Unspecified Campaign, 2009); United Nations (Research Intern, 2008)

EDUCATION: Syracuse University – Maxwell School (BA-International Relations and Affairs; BA- English 
and Textural Studies); City University of Hong Kong (International Relations and National Security Studies)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: An advisory board member of the anti-violence and restorative justice organization 696 Build 
Queensbridge, Won has described cash bail as “barbaric” and supported closing Rikers Island. She has called for reducing the 
NYPD budget by at least $1.5 billion as well as deducting all officer misconduct settlements directly from the budget. She has 
called police-free schools “a day one priority” and supports removing police from mental health response calls and homelessness 
outreach, eliminating the NYPD Vice Squad, requiring the NYPD Commissioner to be confirmed by the City Council, and granting 
the CCRB the power to make binding disciplinary decisions. Her campaign platform calls for investing in a public safety program 
rooted in crime prevention and crisis management.

HOUSING: On her campaign website, Won pledges to stop the sale of public lands to luxury real estate developers, innovate and 
expand public land trusts and cooperative housing, and establish a city-wide task force on housing discrimination, among other 
policies. She has called for investing $2 billion annually in NYCHA, including for a Green New Deal that would comprise building 
new green social housing as well as sustainably retrofitting NYCHA.

IMMIGRATION: Won’s family immigrated to Queens in 1998 following the South Korean financial crisis. She has called for 
abolishing ICE and establishing a citywide policy of non-cooperation with its agents, including through legislation barring the 
agency from accessing city records or databases. She pledges to pursue policies like enrolling immigrants in NYC Care health 
programs, hiring interpreters and translators to city agencies and courts, creating a citywide cash fund for workers excluded from 
pandemic benefits, and expanding access for immigrants to unions.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: In a January 2021 interview, Won called for working with teachers unions to pay public school teachers 
a living wage and ending out-of-pocket expenses for teachers. She criticized funding for schools based on standardized test scores 
and local property taxes, arguing such a process exacerbates “the racism and inequity inherent in the public school system.” On her 
campaign website, she advocates for expanding union apprenticeship programs for essential jobs, closing the Tuition Assistance 
Gap for CUNY students, and investing in “additional well-rounded services,” including multi-lingual learning, ADA accessibility, 
mental health, and special education programs.

ENVIRONMENT: Won has pledged to fight to make the city carbon-neutral by 2030 – including through a rapid transition to 
wind and solar, smart grid infrastructure, and public ownership of the power supply. She supports reinvesting in NYC Zero Waste 
Initiatives, an organics recycling program, and community composting sites. She has also advocated for expanded greenways, 
interconnected bike lanes, and increased funding for the Parks Department.

TRANSIT & STREETS: On her campaign website, Won advocates for expanding the Fair Fares program for low-income New Yorkers 
as well as dedicated bus lanes, busways, and system-wide all-door-boarding. She supports comprehensive curb reform, expanding 
of loading zones, and redesigning streets. She also supports opening the South Outer Roadway to pedestrians on the Queensboro 
Bridge and expanding pedestrian space and Open Streets at Queens Plaza South.

https://696buildqueensbridge.com/
https://696buildqueensbridge.com/
https://twitter.com/juliewon2021/status/1346573278169726984
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
https://twitter.com/juliewon2021/status/1361718844637798402
https://qns.com/2020/10/tech-change-agent-julie-won-announces-candidacy-for-city-council-in-district-26/
https://jimowles.org/news/candidate-answers-to-joldc-julie-won-for-city-council-district-26
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
https://jimowles.org/news/candidate-answers-to-joldc-julie-won-for-city-council-district-26
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
https://twitter.com/juliewon2021/status/1382075217049182210
https://www.juliewon.com/vision
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D I S T R I C T  2 7

QUEENS

Nantasha Williams
RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: The Nationhood (President & Co-Founder, 2020-Present); The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 

(Manager, External Affairs & Community Outreach for JFK Redevelopment, 2018-Present); Women’s March (Advisor, 2016-

2020); Cozen O’Connor (Government Advisor, 2017-2018); Candidate for NY State Assembly (2016); Office of Assemblymember 

Diana Richardson (Chief of Staff, 2016; Interim Executive Director, 2015-2016; Legislative Director & Caucus Liaison, 2013-2014; 

Communications and Programs Director, 2012-2013); Harm Reduction Coalition (National Conference Assistant, 2012); MZA Events 

(Volunteer and Operations Coordinator, 2012); Virginia Department of Transportation (Public Affairs Associate, 2011); National Urban 

League (Executive Assistant for Richmond Chapter, 2008-2011)

EDUCATION: CUNY Graduate Center (PhD Candidate, Social Welfare); Rockefeller College of Public 
Affairs and Policy (MA-Public Administration, 2015); Virginia Commonwealth University (BA-Political 
Science, 2010)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: On her campaign website, Williams calls for revitalizing downtown Jamaica through new construction 
of museums, bars, and restaurants. She also supports creating a citywide commercial beautification fund focused on “commercial 
deserts,” a capacity building incubator program to support local businesses, and new entrepreneurship, athletics, academic 
enrichment, and arts programs for middle and high school students.

PUBLIC SAFETY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE: Williams is a board member of Life Camp Inc, a cure gun violence program focused on 
efforts to minimize gang crime. Her campaign platform includes mandating all DA funding be matched by funding for the Legal 
Aid Society, increasing resources for the NYC Crisis Management System, passing legislation that would provide undocumented 
immigrants with a free attorney for all court appearances, strengthening the CCRB to investigate racial profiling, and mandating 
the NYPD inform parents of children who are in gang databases.

HOUSING: Williams has raised issues of environmental injustice within NYCHA, including with infrastructure, lead exposure, 
and the overburden of waste transfer stations in Black and brown communities. On her campaign website, she advocates for 
establishing an affordable homeownership pilot program, mandating banks provide independent financial counseling prior to 
initiating foreclosure, building affordable housing for young professionals attending York College, and establishing a property tax 
surcharge for storefront properties, abandoned homes, or vacant lots.

SENIORS: Williams supports creating a number of social services programs for seniors, including educational grants to enroll in 
CUNY classes, a free snow removal service, fraud awareness campaigns, and increased funding for Adult Protective Services.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Williams’s campaign platform includes establishing 3K for every New York student, funding PTA 
programming to foster parental involvement with school activities, increasing vocational and college-level programs and courses in 
high schools, establishing an NYC DREAM Act scholarship program for undocumented New Yorkers attending CUNY, and investing 
in community schools. She has also called for diverting the $450 million school policing budget towards guidance counselors, social 
workers, nurses, and restorative justice programming.

TRANSIT & STREETS: Endorsed by StreetsPac, Williams advocates for installing one-way streets in southeast Queens to relieve 
congestion, expanding reduced-fair LIRR service to Manhattan and Long Island City, exploring new means of micro-mobility 
transportation (such as scooters and bike access), incentivizing car sharing, and improving existing transit infrastructure and 
operations.

https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
https://nantasha2021.com/meet-nantasha/
https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
https://twitter.com/nantasha2021/status/1390744127164321796
https://twitter.com/nantasha2021/status/1349214169493614599
https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
https://twitter.com/nantasha2021/status/1370087812381306880
https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
https://twitter.com/nantasha2021/status/1356267765905063936
https://twitter.com/nantasha2021/status/1395726128736661504
https://nantasha2021.com/issues/
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QUEENS

Lynn Schulman
RUNNING AGAINST: Michael Conigliaro (R / Conservative / Save Our City Party)

WORK HISTORY: Office of the Speaker of the NYC Council (Senior Community and Emergency Services Liaison, 2017-Present); 

Woodhull North Brooklyn Healthcare Network (Senior Associate Executive Director, 2007-2017); Candidate for NYC Council (2009); 

GMHC (Managing Director for External Affairs, 2003-2007); Edelman (SVP, 1995-1998)

EDUCATION: Harvard Kennedy School (Certificate- Digital Government, 2017; Certificate in Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government, 2015); Brooklyn Law School (JD, 1984); New York University 
(BA-Journalism and Political Science, 1980)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

JOBS & ECONOMY: Schulman’s economic plan includes implementing the Small Business Survival Act and advocating for a state 
tax on the rich to help pay for job creation. She pledges to organize a local small business task force to address “burdensome 
regulations that are crippling our economy,” as well as to fight for “smart development” in her district, including in infrastructure like 
hospitals, transportation, and supermarkets. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Schulman has said she supports reallocating $1 billion of the NYPD budget towards health 
care, education, and social services, as well as for “major reforms” to policing, including demilitarization. She is an advocate for a 
restorative justice framework and “[changing] the relationship between the corrections system and the community.” She opposes a 
jail in Kew Gardens, arguing “Jails like Rikers Island should never happen again.”

HOUSING & LAND USE: Schulman has vowed to advocate for more affordable housing as well as to fight over-development 
“that does not address the needs” of her district. She has also promised to “force” all land use decisions to have a health care 
impact assessment, as well as to work towards building more essential hospital capacity in Queens.

LGBTQ ISSUES: A longtime advocate for the LGBTQ community, Schulman’s platform includes supporting legislation that would 
collect information on sexual orientation and gender identity by city agencies during the hiring process, expanding LGBTQ curricula 
in public schools, creating a citywide LGBTQ+ office, and fight for budget allocations that will fund initiatives and programs that 
provide direct services, health care, housing, and education opportunities for LGBTQ+ children, youth, and seniors.

SENIORS: On her campaign website, Schulman pledges to increase support for obtaining Social Security benefits, expand NORCs 
and senior centers, guarantee home and community-based long-term care services, and expand and train the home aide care 
workforce. 

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: A supporter of increased investment in schools, Schulman supports fast-tracking and expanding 
3K, creating a multi-year plan to end school segregation, reducing class sizes, ensuring robust bilingual education in all schools 
beginning in kindergarten, and expanding Gifted and Talented programs.

ENVIRONMENT: Schulman’s climate plan includes creating a 100% renewable electric grid by 2030, transitioning the NYC agency 
vehicle fleet to zero emissions, aggressive timetables for converting polluting buildings to clean energy, phasing out gas-fired plants 
in Queens by 2040, expanding green space in her district, and increasing funding for parks and the Queensway project, which 
would convert a stretch of abandoned railway in Central Queens into a linear park.

TRANSIT & STREETS: On her campaign website, Schulman advocates for expanding bus service (particularly rapid bus transit), 
reducing LIRR fares, prioritizing pedestrian and cyclist safety in street redesigns, expanding residential parking permits, and pushing 
for a city take-over of the MTA.

https://www.schulman2021.com/jobs
https://twitter.com/schulman2021/status/1276921335189516293
https://twitter.com/schulman2021/status/1278189924932628481
https://www.gaycitynews.com/lynn-schulman-returns-to-a-familiar-arena/
https://www.schulman2021.com/nokewgardensjail
https://www.schulman2021.com/nokewgardensjail
https://www.gaycitynews.com/lynn-schulman-returns-to-a-familiar-arena/
https://www.schulman2021.com/jobs
https://www.schulman2021.com/healthcare
https://www.schulman2021.com/healthcare
https://www.schulman2021.com/lgbtq
https://www.schulman2021.com/seniors
https://www.schulman2021.com/schools
https://www.schulman2021.com/climate
https://www.schulman2021.com/streets
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RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: Brooklyn Democratic Party (District Leader / State Committeeman, 
2009-Present); NYC Department of Consumer Affairs Office of Financial Empowerment (Program 
Officer for Asset Building and Financial Services, 2009-Present); Mayor’s Office of Comprehensive 
Neighborhood Economic Development (Program Analyst, 2007-2009); CUNY Dominican Studies 
Institute (Research Coordinator, 2007); Office of Rep. Barbara Lee (Intern 2006)

EDUCATION: Brown University

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & POLICING: Restler supports reallocating a share of NYPD budget towards the creation of a new public safety 
agency comprising social workers, mental health professionals, and credible messengers trained in the Crisis Management System (Cure 
Violence) model. He supports using the City Council’s authority to remove police from schools, social services, homeless shelters, traffic 
enforcement, and elections – arguing that by funding effective neighborhood-based organizations, the footprint of the criminal legal 
system can be reduced.

HOUSING: Restler’s housing priorities include greater protections for tenants to preserve affordable housing, increasing aggressive 
enforcement against bad landlords, ensuring a majority of affordable housing in rezoned developments, and lowering rent by driving 
down rents in long-vacant apartments. He touts his support from the tenant association presidents from all seven NYCHA developments in 
his district and chastises the “already outdated” $32 billion physical needs assessment across the NYCHA portfolio. He supports districts 
playing an active role in providing transitional housing to the homeless, including through traditional shelters, safe havens, and permanent 
housing opportunities. He also supports cancelling rent owed by people unable to pay due to the COVID-19 crisis.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Restler pledges to work to eliminate exclusionary policies such as admissions screens, repeal the admissions 
process at specialized high schools to encourage desegregation, pursue district-by-district integration plans, and champion equity 
planning grants to reflect anti-racist principles and culturally responsive education. 

SMALL BUSINESSES: In a February op-ed, Restler advocated for creating a new small business loan fund through the Economic 
Development Corporation and instituting a short-term property tax incentive. He supports increasing taxes for longstanding vacant 
properties and closing streets on the weekends for business use, among other policies.

WORKERS RIGHTS: On his campaign website, Restler advocates for passing legislation to create a guaranteed paid time off benefit, 
expanding paid sick leave protections, and raising the minimum wage, among other policies.

ENVIRONMENT: In February, Restler released a 53-point plan to make his district the first carbon-neutral district in the city. Its ten core 
proposals include electrifying and retrofitting buildings, prioritizing efficiency upgrades for seven NYCHA developments, expanding 
tax incentives and easing regulatory approvals on rooftop solar, legalizing energy storage systems for solar, providing low-cost financing 
for electric heat pumps, fostering clean energy jobs at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, mandating composting and recycling, encouraging 
participation in voluntary renewable programs, accelerating the city government’s transition to zero-emissions, and reducing use of 
personal cars. Restler also supports dramatically increasing parks funding to at least 1% of the city’s budget.

TRANSIT & STREETS: On his campaign website, Restler advocates for fixing aging infrastructure (including the BQE, the York Street F 
station, and improving G Train service), increasing connectivity by creating more busways, improving the protected bike lane network, and 
building on street safety initiatives.

Lincoln Restler

D I S T R I C T  3 3

BROOKLYN

https://www.lincolnforcouncil.com/my-platform/
https://www.lincolnforcouncil.com/my-platform/
https://www.lincolnforcouncil.com/my-platform/
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2021/02/22/revival-ideas-for-montague-street-could-help-all-neighborhood-retail/
https://www.lincolnforcouncil.com/my-platform/
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RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: Office of New York City Councilmember Antonio Reynoso (Chief of Staff, 
2014-Present); Nydia Velazquez for Congress (Campaign Manager, 2016); Office of New York 
City Councilmember Antonio Reynoso (Deputy Chief of Staff, 2014); Office of New York City 
Councilmember Antonio Reynoso (Field Director, 2013-2014); Antonio Reynoso for City Council 
(Campaign Manager, 2013); Arizona Democratic Party (Field Manager, 2012)

EDUCATION: State University of New York at Albany (BA-Political Science & Government, 2007)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Gutiérrez has often highlighted her time as Chief of Staff to New York City Councilmember Antonio Reynoso during the campaign,  
including her work to implement eight cycles of Participatory Budgeting, which she says led to “over $5 Million of investments to public 
spaces like schools, streets, parks, and NYCHA.”

CRIME & POLICING: Gutiérrez has called blaming recent officer-involved killings on police misconduct “insulting” and has argued the  
deaths represent “a complete failure to dismantle an institute that no matter where you live targets black and brown people.” As a member  
of the New York City Council, Gutiérrez would prioritize investments in social services over increased policing. She would work to eliminate 
the NYPD’s “most harmful programs and practices,” “significantly” reduce its budget, and end all collaboration between the Department 
and US Immigration & Customs Enforcement. She would also make Civilian Complaint Review Board decisions binding and remove police  
officers from all schools, homeless outreach, and mental health calls. To help reduce the number of people in New York City jails and prisons,  
Gutiérrez advocates for ending the arrest and prosecution of low-level offenses, clearing out low-level warrants on a yearly basis, and 
decriminalizing sex work. She also supports closing Rikers Island without building new borough-based jails and implementing meaningful 
bail reform.

HOUSING: Gutiérrez believes everyone has a right to quality, affordable housing. If elected, she will work to expand “Right to Counsel” to all  
tenants, increase funding for NYCHA, reform the City’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure, implement funding initiatives to provide rent 
relief and protections to tenants, expand the Family Re-Entry Program designed to reunite individuals leaving prison with their families who  
live in NYCHA public housing, and increase funding for Community Land Trusts and nonprofit developers so that housing can remain 
affordable long-term.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Gutiérrez was educated in the New York City public school system and has pledged to fight for all public school  
students. She supports expanding free after-school programs, ending the “school to prison pipeline,” banning out-of-school suspensions, 
eliminating Gifted and Talented programs, ensuring all schools use a “Culturally Responsive Education” curriculum, and prioritizing 
reinvestment in school social and mental health services. Gutiérrez also supports fully funding CUNY and capping tuition increases.

ENVIRONMENT: Gutiérrez supports the Green New Deal and hopes to work with North Brooklyn’s “long-standing environmental justice 
community” to fight environmental racism. She would invest in public parks, green spaces, and community gardens, expand pedestrian-friendly 
streets, reduce truck traffic, and fully restore the City’s organics collection program to cut down on waste. Gutiérrez would also fight to bring 
energy utilities under municipal control and reorient them toward producing renewable energy. She opposes the North Brooklyn Pipeline.

Jennifer Gutiérrez
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https://www.jennifergutierrez2021.com/en/meet
https://twitter.com/JenGutierrezNYC/status/1382848769654468608
https://twitter.com/JenGutierrezNYC/status/1397247291879211010
https://www.jennifergutierrez2021.com/en/issues#issue1
https://twitter.com/JenGutierrezNYC/status/1394269529472122885
https://www.jennifergutierrez2021.com/en/issues#issue1
https://www.naco.org/sites/default/files/event_attachments/Family%20Re-entry%20Pilot%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.jennifergutierrez2021.com/en/issues#issue1
https://www.jennifergutierrez2021.com/en/issues#issue1
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RUNNING AGAINST: Regina Kinsey (Common Sense Party)

WORK HISTORY: Greater Prospect Heights Mutual Aid (Founder, 2020-Present); New York City Council (Co-Director of 

Community Outreach Unit, 2020); Office of the New York City Public Advocate (First Deputy Public Advocate of Community 

Engagement, 2019-2020); NYC Council (Chief of Operations to Majority Leader, 2018-2019); Amtrak (Principal Officer of Sports 

& Affinity Marketing, 2014-2017; Senior Marketing Officer, 2011-2014); New Leaders Council (2015 Fellow); Monumental 

Sports & Entertainment (Director of Game Operations for Washington Wizards & Mystics, 2010-2011); Washington Mystics 

(Game Operations & New Media Manager, 2007-2010; Marketing Manager, 2007)

EDUCATION: Spelman College (BA-Economics); George Washington University School of Business 
(MTA-Sports Management)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

COVID-19 RECOVERY: Calling for a “revolutionary approach” to city policies, Hudson’s COVID-19 recovery platform includes expanding 
public services to meet the new economy, building a stronger support system for essential workers, and extending resources to small 
businesses – including cancelling rent and providing commercial rent control.

COMMUNITY SAFETY: Hudson’s platform includes redirecting at least $1 billion of NYPD funding towards community-led safety 
programs, addressing youth gun violence through restorative justice, demilitarizing local law enforcement, and instituting “profound 
structural reform” in all aspects of policing. Policies she supports include strengthening implicit bias training, creating an independent 
body for NYPD discipline, and expanding Cure Violence. She supports closing Rikers Island and the Vernon C. Bain Correctional Center.

HOUSING: On her campaign website, Hudson advocates for a comprehensive housing plan for NYC focused on a racially equitable 
homes guarantee. She supports expanding and strengthening the eviction moratorium, ending tax breaks for developers, growing the 
social housing sector, and creating long-term housing solutions for people experiencing homelessness. She also supports a Green New 
Deal for NYCHA to eliminate emissions, replace gas stoves with electric ones, bolster lead poisoning testing, and upgrade heat, hot 
water, and elevator systems.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Hudson’s education platform includes ending school segregation by permanently ending Gifted and Talented 
programs that overwhelmingly serve white or Asian students, transforming middle school admissions into a lottery, and ending the 
SHSAT. She also supports expanding 3K citywide, building a universal childcare system, ensuring the full promise of Fair Student Funding, 
expanding community schools, expanding culturally competent education (including Afrocentric and indigenous curricula), and expanding 
affirming LGBTQ+ education. She is also an advocate for eliminating dress codes and removing School Safety Agents and metal detectors 
from schools.

ENVIRONMENT: Deriding “historic injustices in zoning and infrastructure,” Hudson pledges to spearhead investments in green 
infrastructure and resiliency. Her platform includes implementing a Green New Deal locally, ending municipal investment in fossil fuels, 
introducing congestion pricing, converting the bus fleet to 100% electric vehicles, and funding universal retrofits for low-income and 
homeowners of color, among other policies.

TRANSIT & STREETS: On her campaign website, Hudson advocates for fully funding and implementing the Streets Master Plan, 
dramatically expanding Bus Rapid Transit plans, building on Open Streets, shifting traffic enforcement away from armed officers, moving 
control of the MTA to the city, and investing in more bike infrastructure. She also argues for creating a more accessible transit system, 
including making public transit fully ADA-compliant, fully funding the Fair Fares program, and shifting Access-a-Ride to municipal control, 
among other policies.

Crystal Hudson
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https://www.crystalforbk.com/covid19-recovery
https://www.crystalforbk.com/addressing-violence-community-safety
https://www.crystalforbk.com/housing-homelessness-land-use
https://www.crystalforbk.com/environment-climate-justice
https://www.crystalforbk.com/environment-climate-justice
https://www.crystalforbk.com/education
https://www.crystalforbk.com/environment-climate-justice
https://www.crystalforbk.com/transportation-safe-streets
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RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: Young Hero (Partnerships Coordinator, 2019-2020); Depop (Brand Marketing 
Intern, 2019); Public Hotels (Event Producer, 2018-2019); Querencia Studio (Creative Associate, 
2018)

EDUCATION: Chapman University (Marketing, 2016-2017)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE: Ossé’s campaign platform calls for ending the war on drugs and broken windows policing, amending the bail 
system (including abolishing cash bail), and creating more transitional housing for newly released non-violent Rikers inmates. He also 
pledges to introduce a bill to end no-knock warrants.

FOOD JUSTICE & EBT/SNAP: In a July 2021 interview, Ossé promised to fund the Vital Brooklyn program through discretionary City 
Council funds, as well as create a Bed-Stuy food co-op. He pledges to introduce legislation to support urban farming in his district, raise 
food label literacy, and award OFNS contracts to vendors who prioritize nutritious foods. He has pledged to fight to increase SNAP’s 
maximum allowable benefit, end the ban on using benefits for hot food, redesign EBT cards to resemble debit cards, and ensure SNAP 
eligibility for CUNY students.

HOUSING: Ossé’s platform includes cancelling or adjusting rents for pandemic-affected tenants, expanding relief programs like One 
Shot Deal and CityFHEPS, fighting gentrification and predatory realtors, increasing the influence of community boards, de-emphasizing 
the use of Area Median Income, and fully funding NYCHA, among other policies. He seeks to end homelessness and the evictions crisis 
through creating more emergency shelters in vacant or underused hotels and office buildings, as well as instituting a vacancy tax on lots 
to subsidize affordable housing units.

PUBLIC SAFETY & POLICING: Contending that crime is rising while the police budget grows, Ossé argues, “Let’s think about why people 
commit crimes. Either they don’t have food on the table, money in their pockets, or a roof over their head. Now we’re criminalizing 
poverty. So if we’re criminalizing poverty, let’s fix poverty so we do not need to criminalize our people.” He supports divesting from NYPD 
but specifies “that does not mean we’re taking all the police off the streets,” but rather policies like cancelling contracts to purchase 
military grade weapons. He supports exploring gun violence interruption programs, requiring City Council confirmation of the NYPD 
commissioner, expanding 311, restructuring the Civilian Complaint Review Board, and removing NYPD from schools, among other 
policies.

SMALL BUSINESSES: Noting that 40% of small Black-owned businesses closed during the pandemic, Ossé has called for ensuring that 
a “large portion” of federal and state pandemic relief goes to small business owners. He also supports developing a bank-to-business 
advisory board and creating an NYC Public Bank to reinvest in small businesses.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Ossé’s education platform includes implementing a plan to fully fund CUNY (including eliminating tuition), 
removing or reducing the role of the SHSAT and other standardized tests, digitizing education materials like books, and further investing 
in accessibility for disabled students, among other policies.

ENVIRONMENT: Ossé believes “we are in dire need” of green public housing and a Green New Deal for the city. His environmental 
proposals include creating union jobs in clean energy and increasing district green space to 4-10%, highlighting Bed Stuy’s high levels of 
harmful air pollutants that could be combatted by creating neighborhood greenhouses on unused and empty lots.

Chi Ossé
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https://osse2021.com/Criminal-Justice
https://www.okayplayer.com/news/chi-osse-brooklyn-council-member-interview.html
https://osse2021.com/Food-Justice
https://osse2021.com/Affordable-Housing
https://www.okayplayer.com/news/chi-osse-brooklyn-council-member-interview.html
https://www.okayplayer.com/news/chi-osse-brooklyn-council-member-interview.html
https://osse2021.com/Public-Safety
https://www.okayplayer.com/news/chi-osse-brooklyn-council-member-interview.html
https://osse2021.com/Small-Business
https://osse2021.com/Education
https://twitter.com/osse2021/status/1385400231836139521
https://osse2021.com/Vision
https://twitter.com/osse2021/status/1369724447435931654
https://twitter.com/osse2021/status/1369724447435931654
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RUNNING AGAINST: Franklin Gonzalez (R)

WORK HISTORY: Carpenter (Present); BK ROT (Founder); Mayday Space (Co-Founder)

EDUCATION: NY District Council of Carpenters; Mason Tenders Training Fund

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIME & POLICING: Nurse believes the police have “too much power and too much taxpayer money” and has called for City Hall 
to divest from the NYPD. She supports giving the Civilian Complaint Review Board subpoena power and the authority to determine 
disciplinary action for officers found guilty of misconduct and abuse. Nurse would also work to cap NYPD overtime to $400 million 
annually, reduce the number of officers on the street, bring full transparency to the NYPD’s budget, and reassign traffic enforcement to 
the Department of Transportation. Nurse has called the criminal justice system “unjust” and argues that communities can be safe without 
having armed officers respond to every incident. She supports closing Rikers Island, increasing funding for anti-violence programs, ending 
the War on Drugs, and creating an independent conviction review process for a second look at wrongful convictions.

HOUSING: Nurse believes housing is a human right and that “no one should be without a home.” Her top priority on the Council would 
be to push for a “NYC Homes Guarantee” to “win housing for all and treat land and housing as a public good, not as a commodity.” She 
would also work to pass Intro 146 to increase the amount qualified New Yorkers receive in rental assistance, restore and fully fund the 
Basement Apartment Conversion program, eliminate the 421a tax abatement, fully implement the Right to Counsel program, and fully 
fund NYCHA repairs. Additionally, Nurse would explore the potential of purchasing, converting, and rehabbing hotels into supportive or 
permanent housing facilities.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Nurse argues the current segregated school system in New York City often leaves students of color with 
“less access to a comprehensive education and extracurricular activities.” If elected, Nurse would work to secure millions of dollars in 
funding for public schools, colleges, and universities owed as a result of the Campaign for Fiscal Equity lawsuit, prevent co-locating 
charter schools in public school facilities, fund infrastructure upgrades, remove police from public schools, and end the “school to prison 
pipeline.” Nurse has also called for free higher education for “every New Yorker who seeks it.”

ENVIRONMENT: Nurse is the founder of BK ROT, a fossil fuel free food waste hauling and composting service. If elected to the 
Council, she will work to achieve climate and environmental justice, increase the number of green spaces, support the creation and 
implementation of Renewable Rikers, incentivize the use of public transit and cycling in high-density areas, expand New York City’s 
municipal curbside organic waste recycling program, and shut down the North Brooklyn Pipeline. Nurse would also help small business 
owners access weatherization and building retrofits, and work with community members “to build a community resiliency plan, where 
neighbors, community groups, gardens and local businesses can share resources and plans to support one another during climate-related 
events.”

TRANSIT & STREETS: Nurse believes every New Yorker deserves access to public transit. If elected, she would support city control over 
the transit system, expanding the Fair Fares program, increasing bus-only lanes, and creating more bike lanes.

Sandy Nurse
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https://directory.runforsomething.net/candidate/1344/nurse-sandy
https://sandyforcouncil.com/en/platform/
https://sandyforcouncil.com/en/platform/
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3331786&GUID=2888B24C-E4CF-420E-96B9-2A5DF9B1995B&Options=&Search=
https://chhayacdc.org/campaigns/base-campaign/
https://sandyforcouncil.com/en/platform/
https://www.aqeny.org/equity/
http://www.farmschoolnyc.org/sandy-nurse
https://www.bkrot.org/
https://sandyforcouncil.com/en/platform/
https://sandyforcouncil.com/en/platform/
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RUNNING AGAINST: Erik Frankel (Conservative Party / Libertarian Party)

WORK HISTORY: Sherman Foundation (Program Director, 2016-Present; Program Officer, 2011-
2021); Karisa Consulting (Principal, 2009-2011); JEHT Foundation (Program Manager, 2008-2009; 
Senior Program Associate in Juvenile Justice, 2007-2008; Program Associate in Alternatives to 
Incarceration, 2003-2007); Fund of the Four Directions (Program Officer, 1995-2000)

EDUCATION: Columbia University (BA – Sociology/Latin American History, 1995); Baruch College 
(MPA – Public Administration/Non-Profit Management, 2001)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & POLICING: Avilés’ platform includes working to cut NYPD’s budget in half and to redirect those funds towards 
social services and community care. She also pledges to legislate and advocate to dismantle carceral systems while building community 
support systems and infrastructure.

HEALTH CARE: According to a 2019 Independent Budget Office Study, the 38th District had Brooklyn’s lowest rate of health insurance 
as well as limited access to public hospitals. Avilés has pledged to work to increase funding to strengthen community-based health 
organizations and create a resident-led Community Health Advisory Table. She has also promised to push for passage of the New York 
Health Care Act, a state bill that would create a single-payer system. 

HOUSING: On her campaign website, Avilés pledges to demand a renter and small homeowner recovery plan and funding package, 
expand Right to Counsel, and push for a National Homes Guarantee. She also argues “We must break the cycle” of private real estate 
interests creating “reactive, unresourced, and slapdash” development in her district.

IMMIGRATION: The 38th District is a community of immigrants, and Avilés has promised to fight to strengthen protections for those 
residents as well as to increase investments in service and support programs – including legal representation, integration centers, and 
language access. She supports municipal voting for resident immigrants.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Avilés’ education platform includes fully funding PreK-12 schools, CUNY, and adult education, as well as 
demanding the state pay over $1.4 billion it owes to NYC public schools. She also supports equipping students with technology like 
laptops and iPads, creating programs for those with differing abilities, reducing class sizes, adopting culturally responsive and anti-racist 
curricula, hiring more social workers and mental health professionals, rezoning to desegregate schools, and more. She also advocates 
for coupling new housing with new schools, making CUNY free, expanding after-school programs, and connecting students with jobs 
programs. From 2013 to 2019, Avilés served as President of the PS 172 PTA. She has recently served as a parent representative to the MS 
88 School Leadership Team (2019-present) and as Chair of the NYC Youth Board (2017-present).

ENVIRONMENT & TRANSIT: Avilés’ environmental justice platform pledges to fight for clean jobs, dignified and sustainable housing, 
clean air, community ownership of land and resources, and a Green New Deal for NYCHA that would include “greening” the Red 
Hook Houses. She supports electrifying MTA buses and increasing service, improving bike lanes and taking city control of Citi Bike, 
implementing Local Law 97 to require all new buildings be net-zero carbon, banning natural gas hookups in all new construction as well as 
new or replacement oil and gas infrastructure, and increasing public development of renewable energy. She also supports taking control 
of the city’s power grid, creating an inter-agency sidewalk maintenance and improvement corps, expanding the Open Streets program, 
and giving neighbors ownership of storm resilience and preparedness plans, among other policies. She opposes the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector light rail project.

Alexa Avilés
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https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/platform
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2019/07/02/sunset-park-has-brooklyns-lowest-rate-of-health-insurance/
https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/platform
https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/platform
https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/platform
https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/education
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexa-aviles-73451b10/
https://www.alexaforcouncil.com/environment
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RUNNING AGAINST: Brett Wynkoop (Conservative); Matthew Morgan (Libertarian)

WORK HISTORY: Office of New York City Councilmember Brad Lander (Director of Organizing 
& Community Engagement, 2018-Present); Office of New York City Councilmember Brad Lander 
(Bangladeshi Community Liaison, 2017-2018); Naree Shongothok: Bangladeshi Women Organizing 
for Social Change (Co-Director, Community Organizer & Liaison in Dhaka, 2016-2017); CAAAV: 
Organizing Asian Communities (Public Housing Organizer, 2014-2016); Brooklyn College Radio 
(Radio Producer & Host, 2011-2014); Sakhi for South Asian Women (Brooklyn Community Outreach 
Advocate & Volunteer, 2013-2014); The Center for Fiction (Events Coordinator Intern, 2011); 
Transdiaspora Network (Health News Reporter & Youth Affairs Coordinator, 2010)

EDUCATION: City University of New York-Brooklyn College (BA-Women’s & Gender Studies, 
2014); Bishop Kearney High School (Diploma, 2009)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIME & POLICING: Hanif supports defunding and demilitarizing the NYPD and would work to create a city where “public safety means 
access to affordable housing, equitable education, and green union jobs: not caging and disenfranchising our community.” She also 
believes a “truly safe New York City means ending mass incarceration, surveillance, and over-policing.” She supports removing police 
from the city’s public schools.

HOUSING: Hanif says her district has an affordable housing and land use crisis exacerbated by gentrification that prioritizes real estate 
developers over community members. She advocates for permanent affordable housing over temporary shelters and would work to 
provide tenants with the resources they need to defend themselves against predatory landlords. If elected, she would work to fully fund 
and prevent the privatization of NYCHA, expand tenants’ access to legal counsel, and create a more participatory city planning process 
centered on environmental, racial, economic, and social justice.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Hanif supports smaller class sizes, the hiring of more guidance counselors, and improving accessibility for 
students with disabilities. If elected, she will work to desegregate schools, create sustained pipelines for Black and brown teachers, 
expand culturally responsive education, increase funding for childcare, and increase the city’s investment in CUNY.

ENVIRONMENT: Hanif argues for “intersectional, feminist solutions” to the climate crisis. She will work to expand green roofs and cooling 
centers in communities most vulnerable to rising temperatures, transition to renewable energy sources, shift New York City utilities from 
investor-owned companies to public ownership, and build a “climate-resilient Internet infrastructure.”

COMMUNITY HEALTH: Hanif believes that no one should be denied access to healthcare. She supports Medicare for All at the federal 
level and the New York Health Act at the state level but argues the City Council must expand healthcare coverage locally “until our state 
and federal government act.” If elected, Hanif would work to end language barriers to healthcare access; recruit diverse mental health 
counselors of color, with disabilities, and from immigrant communities; expand NYC Care to include more community-based healthcare 
providers; and increase the City’s investment in mental health services on CUNY campuses.

IMMIGRATION: Hanif says ICE should be prevented from entering communities and would fully fund deportation defense services. She 
advocates for legislation that would allow all New Yorkers to vote in municipal elections, regardless of immigration status. If elected, Hanif 
would work to expand free healthcare for immigrants.

Shahana Hanif
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https://www.shahanafrombk.com/policies
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RUNNING AGAINST: Constantine Jean-Pierre (R / Conservative Party)

WORK HISTORY: : RJ Media Public Relations & Communications (Owner, 2001-Present); New 
York City Public Schools (Educator, N/A); Neighborhood Advisory Board (Chair, N/A); Citywide 
Participatory Budgeting Committee (N/A-Present)

EDUCATION: Touro College (MA-General & Special Education, N/A); St. Francis College (BS-
Liberal Arts, N/A); Sarah J. Hale High School (Diploma, N/A) 

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIME & POLICING: Joseph believes the next City Council will need to make police reform a top priority. She would further reduce the 
NYPD’s operating budget by “actively reforming the system” and reinvest that funding into community and educational organizations 
aimed at ending the school-to-prison pipeline. Joseph also supports ending qualified immunity and broken windows policing, investing 
more in decarceration programs, abolishing metrics like arrest quotas, and ensuring that communities disproportionately affected by the 
War on Drugs get their fair share of benefits from the legalization of marijuana.

HOUSING: Joseph argues that housing is a human right and that affordable housing in New York City “truly means affordable.” She would 
work to strengthen rent regulations that protect tenants from unreasonable rent increases, force developers to further increase permanent 
affordable units in new construction projects, and address “abhorrent conditions” in NYCHA complexes.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Joseph believes every child deserves a free, high quality public education and that transforming New York 
City public schools “must be a top priority.” If elected, she will fight to improve funding for public education by increasing taxes on the 
rich and reinvesting some of the NYPD’s budget. She would also work to provide all classrooms with access to the latest technologies, 
increase the number of teachers, school counselors, nurses, and mental health professionals, increase teacher pay, decrease class sizes, 
and increase community involvement in public education through events, afterschool programs, and local partnerships. Joseph supports 
making CUNY free for all in-state students.

ENVIRONMENT: Joseph has said addressing the climate crisis is an opportunity to “reshape” New York City and believes every policy 
decision “must have climate policies woven into it.” She supports the Green New Deal and would advocate for a climate resiliency plan 
that addresses all five boroughs’ most vulnerable coastlines. She would also fight to reduce New York City’s carbon footprint by creating 
more pedestrian and bike-friendly streets.

TRANSIT: Joseph supports making the city more friendly to “car-alternative transportation.” If elected, she would work to increase 
pedestrian walkways, bike lanes, and Citi Bike access to communities that do not currently have it. She would also support congestion 
pricing to reduce car traffic and reducing the cost of buses and subways.

SMALL BUSINESSES: Joseph believes New York City’s economy is driven by small businesses and advocates for a plan to increase the 
chances of success for existing businesses and incentives to bring new businesses in. She supports tax incentives for new businesses that 
relocate to low-income communities, assistance for small businesses dealing with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and increased 
funding for MWBEs.

Rita Joseph
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RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: New York City Council (Member-District 41, 2006-2017); New York City Transit 
Authority (Department of Buses-Technical Services Division, N/A-2006); Fulton-Atlantic-Ralph-
Rochester Avenue (FARR) Community Association, Inc. (Founder, N/A)

EDUCATION: Cornell (N/A); Manhattan Community College (N/A); George W. Wingate High 
School (N/A)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Mealy has lamented the disinvestment along her district’s commercial corridors and would seek both private and public 
investments to improve the area.

SMALL BUSINESS: Mealy is a former chair of the Council’s Contracts Committee and was “instrumental in the passage of the City’s new 
Minority and Women-owned Business legislation,” according to her campaign website. If elected to a new term, she would push the 
Department of Small Business Services to address a host of issues such as commercial vacancies, the availability of diverse goods and 
services, and contracting with city agencies. Mealy would also work with the Department of Housing Preservation and the Economic 
Development Corporation to develop public and private properties to better serve the community.

WORKFORCE: To achieve more equitable neighborhoods, Mealy would call on city officials to implement and expand job training and 
placement programs and concentrate additional resources on other programs that provide workforce development services.

CRIME & POLICING: Mealy sees youth violence as a “growing concern” in her district. She favors neighborhood-based policing and 
supports a phase-out of some of the more controversial aspects of the NYPD’s crimefighting strategy, such as “stop and frisk” and 
“Operation IMPACT.” Mealy has advocated for expanding programs that foster better community engagement, such as the Police Athletic 
League and Law Enforcement Explorers.

HOUSING: Mealy has described housing as a human right and has claimed to have created thousands of units of affordable housing in 
her district during her previous tenure on the City Council.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Mealy believes that every student “deserves an effective, challenging, and motivating education” and has 
called school choice the “highest priority in education of our children.” She supports greater investment in schools and expanding 
Career & Technical Education, and advocates for facility upgrades (including investments in technology and air conditioning), parental 
empowerment, and more funding for after-school enrichment and extracurricular activities. During her previous tenure on the City Council, 
Mealy encouraged “strong collaboration” between the Council and the Department of Education.

Darlene Mealy
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RUNNING AGAINST: N/A

WORK HISTORY: New York State Assembly (Member – District 60, 2015-Present); New York City 
Council (Member – District 42, 2001-2013); Candidate for US Congress (Running to Represent 
NY-08, 2012); Candidate for Governor of New York (Freedom Party, 2010); Candidate for Mayor 
of New York City (2005); Operation POWER (Founding Member, N/A); Dynamics of Leadership, 
Inc. (Founder, 1985); Jesse Jackson for President (Member of Steering Committee, 1984); 
African People’s Christian Organization (Secretary General, 1982-1987); Area Policy Board of the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan (Vice Chair, N/A); Bradford Street Block Association (President, 
N/A); National Black United Front – Harlem Chapter (Founding Chairperson, 1979)

EDUCATION: Hunter College (BA-Sociology, N/A)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Barron believes a budget is a “reflection of our moral commitment to the most oppressed communities.”

CRIME & POLICING: Barron named crime as one of the biggest issues facing his community. He supported the City Council’s January 
2021 legislative package aimed at reforming the New York City Police Department, but called it “a very pathetic response” comprised 
of “a bunch of bogus legislation that was around for years.” If elected, he would work to defund the NYPD, dismantle current models 
of policing, involve the community in adding or removing police officers, establish a “truly independent prosecutor” for police-involved 
killings of unarmed civilians, abolish prisons, and increase the city’s Cure Violence programs. He also plans to introduce new legislation 
that would replace the Civilian Complaint Review Board with an elected body responsible for reviewing police misconduct.

HOUSING: Barron said he was running for City Council in part to build on his record of bringing thousands of units of affordable housing 
to his community. He would also work to establish Community Land Trusts to allow communities to acquire and own land.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Barron has touted his work to bring three new $100 million schools to his district. If elected, he would work 
to increase diversity in the teaching force and change curricula to encourage students to analyze and address social issues like racism, 
classism, and sexism.

ENVIRONMENT: Barron opposed the Trump administration’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement, but argued the 
agreement did not go far enough and that developed nations “should give more because they emit more greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere.” He supports reducing the use of fossil fuels and increasing renewable forms of energy such as solar, wind, hydro, and 
geothermal. During his previous service on the City Council, Barron secured more than $15 million in funding to renovate three parks.

WAGES: Barron has called the US economy a “racist greedy inhumane capitalist beast.” He advocates for a living wage for everyone who 
works full or part-time. If elected, he would work to establish cooperatives to allow workers to own and control means of production.

Charles Barron
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RUNNING AGAINST: Robert Mazzuchin, Jr. (R / Conservative Party)

WORK HISTORY: Paul J. Cooper Center for Human Services, Inc. (Re-Entry Nurse, N/A-
Present); Surgical Supply Store (Owner, N/A); MJC Medical Care PC (General Administrator, 
N/A); Brooklyn Gastro (General Administrator, N/A); Excellent Senior Care (Administrator, N/A); 
Renaissance Home Care (Administrator, N/A); Elmhurst Hospital (Nurse, N/A); 41st Assembly 
District Democratic Club (President, N/A); NAACP’s Brooklyn Chapter (Member, N/A-Present); 
National Association for the Advancement of Haitian People (Member, N/A-Present); Haitian 
Nurses Network (Member, N/A-Present)

EDUCATION: New York Institute of Technology (Registered Nurse, N/A); Tilden High School 
(Diploma, 1985)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Narcisse has supported establishing independent budgeting for borough presidents, the public advocate, community boards, 
and the Conflicts of Interest Board. She also supports making the budget process more transparent and releasing revenue projections 
prior to City Council hearings on the Executive budget.

CRIME & POLICING: Narcisse believes public safety “does not necessarily mean a greater police presence” and that crime is the result of 
a culmination of issues like housing insecurity, education, and access to opportunity. Narcisse will fight to redirect some NYPD funding to 
mental health, education, and healthcare programs. She agrees with closing Rikers Island prison and relocating jails in the five boroughs. 
During her 2013 City Council campaign, Narcisse supported a number of criminal justice reforms, including reducing the use of stop-and-
frisk, establishing the Commission to Combat Police Corruption as a permanent commission in the City Charter, enhancing the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board’s authority, and reinstating the zero tolerance penalty for false official statements by police officers.

HOUSING: Narcisse will fight for foreclosure prevention education and support initiatives that prevent renters from being evicted from 
their homes. She has also called for a moratorium on rent and mortgages where necessary and said one of her first legislative priorities 
would be to implement Right to Counsel. Narcisse will stand up to developers and push for “truly affordable housing” to help decrease 
the homeless population in her district.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Narcisse will work to improve New York City’s public WiFi system and partner with nonprofit organizations to 
increase access to needed hardware so students can better connect to the Internet. She also supports increased funding for affordable 
childcare and expanding after school programs.

ENVIRONMENT: Narcisse supports the Green New Deal and will work to ensure New York City meets its carbon goals by 2030. She will 
also fight to increase the number of green spaces in her district and work to secure funding to help mitigate flood zones.

SMALL BUSINESSES: Narcisse believes achieving economic justice will jumpstart local small businesses. If elected, she will push for 
initiatives that provide support to small businesses and help certify more MWBEs.

IMMIGRATION: As an immigrant herself, Narcisse will work to ensure all immigrants feel welcome and safe. She will advocate for 
immigrants suffering wage theft and ensure their rights are protected. Narcisse supports abolishing ICE and will fight to ensure the rights 
of DACA recipients are protected.

HEALTH CARE: Narcisse will work to educate the public on COVID-19 and other medical conditions that lead to poor health. She will also 
increase quality healthcare providers, mental health support, and create more child health programs.

Mercedes Narcisse
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RUNNING AGAINST: Mark Szuszkiewicz (R / Conservative Party / Save the Planet Party)

WORK HISTORY: 45 Assembly District (Democratic District Leader, 2012-Present); Office of New 
York City Councilmember Mark Treyger (Director of District Operations, N/A-Present); Office 
of New York City Comptroller John Liu (Assistant, N/A); Office of US Congressman Michael 
McMahon (Assistant, N/A); Bay Democrats Club (Founder & President, N/A-Present)

EDUCATION: Baruch College 

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

CRIME & POLICING: Kagan believes the community must support NYPD officers while also working to strengthen partnerships between 
the police and local organizations. He supports programs that “integrate justice-involved individuals back into society” through education, 
training, and employment opportunities. He opposes the idea of defunding the police. 

HOUSING: Kagan argues the lack of affordable housing is one of the greatest challenges his district is facing. If elected, he would work to 
prevent residents from being priced out of their homes and ensure that any new construction includes affordable housing units. He would 
fight to end the “utterly shameful conditions” in NYCHA housing, work to pass the NYCHA Accountability Act, and advocate for the Co-
Op Shareholders Bill of Rights. He would also support small homeowners by advocating for immediate relief from mortgage debts, a two-
year moratorium on flood insurance rate increases, and a two-year freeze on property tax increases, among other measures. Additionally, 
Kagan would work to resolve the homelessness crisis by investing in rental assistance, mental health and substance abuse treatment 
programs, and employment services.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Kagan supports expanding Gifted & Talented programs to all elementary schools and believes every school 
should have access to nurses, social workers, counselors, adequate technology, and the Internet. He also advocates for more vocational 
training and trade skills, as well as additional investments in STEAM and afterschool programs.

HEALTH CARE: Kagan pledges to work with city and state agencies to ensure accountability from nursing home operators and improve 
oversight of mental health facilities.

ACCESSIBILITY: Kagan is an advocate for the disabled community and would work to ensure his district is accessible to all residents if 
elected. His plan to make Southern Brooklyn more accessible includes working with MTA to ensure subway stations are ADA compliant, 
funding shuttle service between stations, repairing bus stops, and ensuring all beaches are wheelchair accessible. Kagan would also 
increase funding for affordable housing specifically for the disabled community.

SENIORS: Kagan has helped senior citizens in his community deal with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, including hosting food 
distributions, enrolling seniors into the city-run GETFOODNYC program, and delivering food packages to needy seniors. As a member of 
the New York City Council, he will support effective NORC and Meals-on-Wheels programs and will push for more senior housing.

Ari Kagan
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RUNNING AGAINST: Inna Vernikov (R / Conservative / Independence Center)

WORK HISTORY: Shorefront Coalition (Co-Founder, 2019-Present); Office of New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg-Office of Film, Theatre & Broad (N/A); New York City Public Schools 
(Special Education Teacher)

EDUCATION: Touro College (MA-School Leadership, N/A); Hunter College (MA-Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing Education, 2012); Syracuse University College of Law (JD, 2009); New York University 
(BA-Metropolitan Studies, 2006) 

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Saperstein supports Participatory Budgeting to give district residents “real power” in budget decisions.

CRIME & POLICING: Saperstein’s top priority if elected would be the safety and security of New York City families. He supports 
community policing and wants more officers on the streets. He also supports body cameras for all NYPD officers to “ensure that all law-
abiding citizens are treated with respect.” Saperstein has said police officers should be able to do their jobs “without City Hall’s politically 
correct micromanagement.” 

HOUSING: During his 2017 campaign for City Council, Saperstein advocated for increased security at the city’s homeless shelters so that 
individuals experiencing homelessness can “feel safe and take advantage” of the facilities. He also suggested the city develop its vacant 
lots into affordable housing. Saperstein believes the current property tax system is a “sham that is destroying our middle-class families 
with burdensome costs” and will fight for fair tax assessments.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Saperstein argues his teaching background makes him the best candidate to fight for greater investment 
in New York City’s public schools. If elected, he would work to reduce class sizes, ensure students have access to modern technology, 
expand after-school programs, and provide more resources to students with special needs. He supports private-public partnerships with 
mentor networks to prepare students for the “real world” job market and would work to make sure schools are staffed with “high quality 
teachers who are accountable to our district families.”

TRANSIT: Saperstein has pushed for greater investment in Brooklyn’s transportation infrastructure to bring the city into the 21st century. 
He supports fixing the outdated subway track signal system, increasing the number of express buses during rush hour, increasing express 
train service, installing smart lights, freezing transit fare hikes, and ensuring all public transportation is ADA compliant.

COVID-19: If elected, Saperstein would advocate for a “vaccine czar” to help streamline the vaccination process and ensure there are no 
language barriers to accessing COVID-19 vaccines. He would also support opening more vaccination sites, including mobile vaccination 
vans.

SMALL BUSINESSES: Saperstein has argued small businesses are “the greatest job creators in New York City.” He would work to advance 
initiatives that help struggling small businesses and reduce the number of empty storefronts.

SENIORS: Saperstein believes seniors should have access to quality care, affordable life insurance, and the ability to live without fear 
– particularly those on fixed incomes. He supports initiatives like the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption, the Senior Citizen Home 
Owner Exemption, and Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage.

Steve Saperstein
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RUNNING AGAINST: Patricia Rondinelli (R); Jason Price (Ordinary People Party)

WORK HISTORY: : Historic Tappen Park Community Partnership (Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer, 2012-Present); Downtown Staten Island Council (Executive Director, 2007-2011); Staten 
Island Youth Build Program (N/A); Van Duzer Street Civic Association (Interim President, N/A); 
New York City Panel for Education Policy (Representative, N/A); City Council Redistricting 
Commission (Member, N/A); NYPD Reform & Reinvention Collaboration (Staten Island 
Representative, N/A)

EDUCATION: College of Staten Island (Marketing & Finance, N/A); LaGuardia High School of 
Music & Performing Arts (N/A)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: One of Hanks’ top priorities would be to provide funding and resources that improve healthcare, transportation, and school 
systems in her district. She also supports increased funding for local community organizations that do “the real work on the ground to 
laser shot on issues that government can’t always respond to as quickly.”

SMALL BUSINESSES: Hanks would prioritize aid for small businesses affected by the pandemic and would work to ensure small business 
owners “get every cent of COVID relief to which they are entitled.”

CRIME & POLICING: Hanks is the Staten Island Representative for the NYPD Reform & Reinvention Collaboration and argues there 
can be no “prosperity without public safety.” She plans to work with the NYPD to ensure public safety and accountability in her district 
if elected to the Council. She argues the city needs to recruit and train better officers to build a police force that is “respectful and 
accountable,” and would work to bring more young people into police ranks. She would also support changing residency laws to ensure 
police officers live within the five boroughs.

HOUSING & LAND USE: Hanks has argued that her district lacks the “sensible zoning” it needs to build decent and affordable housing. 
Hanks would work to protect NYCHA residents and advocates for a housing plan that encourages responsible development while 
preserving historic districts and neighborhoods.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Hanks is committed to ensuring every child in her district receives a quality education. She supports increased 
funding for public schools so that teachers have the resources they need to succeed. She also supports expanding union apprenticeship 
and vocational programs. During her 2017 campaign for City Council, Hanks said she would work to address the city’s “shameful capacity 
crisis.”

TRANSIT & INFRASTRUCTURE: Hanks believes that communities need a strong infrastructure to thrive, especially a robust transportation 
infrastructure. If elected, she would support the implementation of the North Shore Bus Rapid Transit system and the St. George Fast 
Ferry terminal, restricting large commercial tractor-trailers during rush hour, smart lights along North Shore roadways, more bus stop 
shelters along major commuting corridors, and expanding bus lines and service across Long Island. 

HEALTHCARE: Hanks would lead efforts to bring a public hospital to her district and in the interim, work to ensure current hospitals get 
the funding they need. She would also support increased resources for community health groups.

ENVIRONMENT: Hanks would work to preserve her district’s open spaces and ensure resiliency and environmental protection. She has 
said “responsible” development requires a transparent review of the environmental impacts of any project.

Kamillah Hanks
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RUNNING AGAINST: George Wonica (Conservative Party)

WORK HISTORY: Allegaert Berger Vogel (Of Counsel, 2014-Present); Mesirow Financial 
(Managing Director, 2004-2013); Invesco US (Marketing Director, 1999-2003); New York City 
Council (Member-District 43, 1982-1997); John Jay College (Adjunct Professor, 1990-1996); St. 
Joseph’s College (Adjunct Professor, 1978-1986); New York City Board of Education (Teacher, 
1972-1982)

EDUCATION: Brooklyn Law School (JD, 1990); New York University (MS-Health Science, 1980); 
CUNY at York College (BA-Education, 1972); Sullivan County Community College (Attended); 
John Jay High School (Academic Degree)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: Albanese believes New York City is “in the throes of a fiscal crisis,” but has cautioned against cutting basic services, arguing it 
would “lead to a diminishment of the quality of life and contribute to an exodus out of our city.”

CRIME & POLICING: Albanese is running for City Council in part because of an “erosion of public safety,” which would be his top 
priority if elected. He advocates for “common sense policing” and has been a “leading critic of those seeking to defund and demonize 
New York City Police Officers.” He opposed the City Council’s January 2021 legislative package aimed at reforming the New York City 
Police Department, arguing the new laws would “only make an already difficult and complex job even more impossible.” Albanese has 
touted his previous service as a member of the Council Public Safety Committee, where he led efforts to hire more officers and secure 
9MM handguns for New York City’s police force. During his 2017 mayoral campaign, Albanese’s public safety plan included expanding 
community policing, ensuring each precinct had enough officers, and assigning more detectives to poor neighborhoods. He has been 
endorsed by several New York City police unions.

HOUSING: Albanese has criticized Mayor de Blasio’s record on housing, accusing him and the “big developers that fueled his campaign” 
of doing little to slow the rise in housing costs. During his 2017 mayoral campaign, Albanese advocated for more units of affordable 
housing, increasing funding for homelessness prevention and supportive housing, reforming and strengthening NYCHA, and crafting a 
“New Deal” for New York City neighborhoods so developers would be “held accountable for the promises that they make.”

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: Albanese, who was a New York City public school teacher for 11 years, would work to reduce class size and 
maintain the infrastructure of school buildings – including ensuring students have access to the latest technologies. While serving on 
the Council Education Committee, Albanese advocated for public school accountability and proposed giving parents a formal role in 
the decision-making process. He has supported consolidating programs like Head Start and pre-K under a single city agency, creating 
programs that engage students from age zero to three, introducing a 21st Century curriculum, and reforming the way the city recruits, 
trains, and supports its teachers. Recognizing children’s education has been impacted by COVID-19, he would support temporary 
resources for tutorial services and summer school programs to compensate for the loss or reduction of educational services suffered 
during the pandemic.

ENVIRONMENT: If elected, Albanese would work to maintain and refurbish New York City’s parks.

Sal Albanese 
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RUNNING AGAINST: Joe Borelli (Conservative)

WORK HISTORY: New York City Public Schools (Special Education Teacher, N/A-Present)

EDUCATION: Columbia University – Teachers College (MA-Inclusive Education); Pace University 
(BS-Applied Psychology & Counseling); Staten Island Technical High School (Diploma)

O N  T H E  I S S U E S
 

BUDGET: On her campaign website, Drabczyk pledges to increase civic literacy and engagement around the City Council’s budget 
negotiations. She also promises to work towards allocating funding to maintain the ACC and other non-profit animal rescue organizations, 
as well as to continue and expand the city’s WildlifeNYC program.

CRIME & POLICING: Drabczyk supports police reform. She has criticized her Republican opponent, incumbent Joseph Borelli, for not 
speaking out after the murder of George Floyd, and suggested his silence on the matter was one of the driving forces behind her decision 
to run for City Council. 

OPIOID CRISIS: To address Richmond County’s disproportionately large opioid issues on the South Shore, Drabczyk supports delivering 
coordinated public awareness programming, expanding preventative programs and amplifying community Narcan trainings, combatting 
addiction stigmas, and working with law enforcement, local coalitions, and other groups to raise awareness about services and resources.

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION: A public school special education teacher for nearly 10 years, Drabczyk believes schools play an essential role 
in the community. She supports equity and access for all students and families, particularly for students with special needs, and would 
work to ensure that the mental and physical well-being of students is prioritized in budget decisions. Drabczyk also supports expanded 
early childhood education to ensure all families have access to safe and affordable childcare.

SMALL BUSINESSES: The daughter of a union worker, Drabczyk pledges to work to rejuvenate District industries hit hardest by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including local arts and entertainment, as well as to advocate for the creation of “family-sustaining jobs,” and community  
projects that benefit working families.

ENVIRONMENT: Drabczyk has emphasized the seriousness of climate change and the implications rising sea levels have on vulnerable 
communities in flood zones. She has also highlighted Staten Island’s “toxic legacy” and is dedicated to transforming toxic waste sites into 
green spaces. If elected, Drabczyk would work to build and maintain community gardens, promote sustainable practices, and educate 
residents of her district on how to reduce their ecological footprints. She would also prioritize green infrastructure through the expedited 
completion of the Atlantic Offshore Wind Terminal project, among other initiatives.
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https://www.oliviadrabczyk.com/platform
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